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Sharing the joy in 
Kimberley and Kuruman 



A GROUP of parishioners 
from Kidlington, led by their 
Rector Revd Anthony Ellis, 
spent a week in our linked 
diocese in South Africa at a 
‘family weekend’. 

The event is a festival for 
all the parishes of the large, 
but very poor, Kimberley and 
Kuruman diocese. 

Parishes send representa- 
tives to join in the worship 
and celebrations and make 
their financial offerings for 
the work of the diocese. 

The annual event was held 
this year in Monshiwa, which 
is Kidlington’s link parish. 

Around 20 parishioners 
from the Kidlington area, 
plus Dr Jo Harries, wife of 
the Bishop of Oxford, flew 



out to stay in people’s homes 
in Monshiwa and join in the 
festivities. 

Anthony Ellis said: ‘It is a 
great festival of togetherness 
for all the parishes. It was an 
amazing event with some real- 
ly vibrant African worship. 

‘Our group have come 
back with a changed percep- 
tion of what it is to have a 
link parish. Often the concept 
of a link parish works at a 
high level but doesn’t hit the 
parishes. 

‘This visit was an intense 
experience which taught us 
that a link with a parish is 
about people, not money.’ 

For more about the visit , and 
the personal experiences of the 
group, see page 15. 



‘It’s been a huge privilege’ 
says Bishop Richard as 
he announces retirement 



THE Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, is to 
retire next year. 

Bishop Richard will have 
served the Diocese of Oxford 
for 19 years - making him the 
longest serving diocesan bish- 
op and the longest serving 
bishop in the House of Lords. 

His last service will be on 
Easter Day, 2006, in Christ 
Church Cathedral and he will 
formally leave the diocese on 
June 2, when he turns 70. 

He and his wife Jo will 
move to south-west London 
where they hope to spend 
more time with their three 
grandsons. 

Bishop Richard said: ‘It has 
been a huge privilege to be able 
to serve the diocese over this 
period. I have been wonderful- 
ly encouraged by the example 
of so many people, ordained 
and lay, using their gifts for the 
service of the gospel and the 
kingdom of God.’ 

In his time as Bishop of 
Oxford, he has seen great 
change across the diocese and 
the Church of England. 

He said: ‘These last two 
decades have been difficult 
ones for the Church of 
England, and I am conscious of 



huge pressures on both clergy 
and congregations. But there is 
also a good story to tell. 

‘There are now more 
trained people in licensed or 
authorised ministry than 15 
or 100 years ago. We now 
have non-stipendiary minis- 
ters, ordained local ministers 
and licensed lay ministers, not 
to speak of the burgeoning of 
lay ministries generally. 

‘There is also, believe it or 

'I believe that the 
Holy Spirit is seeking 
to renew the Church 
to minister faithfully 
in the particular 
circumstances of our 
time' 

not, a good story to tell about 
money. As a diocese, we now 
raise the money to pay clergy 
stipends, pension contribu- 
tions and associated costs. All 
very different from the time, 
not long ago, when we lived 
off historic assets. 

‘The big challenge, of 
course, remains mission. But 
here again, there are signs that 



even the sleeping Church is 
waking up to the reality of 
our situation and trying to 
think creatively about sharing 
the truth of Christ with oth- 
ers. I believe that the Holy 
Spirit is seeking to renew the 
Church to minister faithfully 
in the particular circum- 
stances of our time.’ 

Bishop Richard has become 
well known for his thought- 
provoking radio broadcasts, 
particularly on Radio 4’s 
Today programme, in the 
Thought for the Day slot. He 
has written numerous books 
and was elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of > 
Literature in 1996. 

In addition, he serves on 
the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority and 
the Nuffield Council on 
Bioethics and has been deeply 
involved in interfaith work. 
He was also active in the 
Lords, chairing the select com- 
mittee on stem cell research. 

The Bishop’s chaplain, 
Michael Brierley, has edited a 
volume of essays 
entitled ‘Public Life and the 
Place of the Church: 
Reflections to Honour * 
the Bishop of Oxford’ V 



and an advance copy has been 
presented to the Bishop. 
Essays have been written by 
friends and colleagues includ- 
ing broadcaster Melvyn 
Bragg, Rabbi Julia Neuberger 
and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams. 

The book will be published 
in the New Year by Ashgate 
Publishing - for more details 
see future issues of The 
DOOR. 
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All year long, Keychange Charity cares for girls 
and women who have nowhere else to go. 

We provide a room of their own in a home free 
from alcohol, drugs and violence in a welcoming, 
affirming and most importantly, 
a Christian environment. 

To find out more please visit our website 
www.keychange.org.uk 

If you are able to give regularly by direct debit 
that is especially helpful, but any donation, 
however small is very gratefully received. 
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Gift Aid - Donations made under the Gift Aid scheme mean we can claim 
back 28p from Government for every pound you donate. To enable us to 
do this, please fill in your name and address details below and tick the box. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I, having given my name and address below, require Keychange Charity to 
treat this and all future donations as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am 
a resident UK taxpayer. Gift Aid 

I enclose my gift of £ I 

Please send me details about donating regularly by standing order [_ 

Full name 



Address. 
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New Remembrance Day Service to 
include people of all faiths and none 



60 years after the end of World 
War II worshippers around the 
diocese may find themselves 
taking part in a new ‘inclusive’ 
service on Remembrance Day 
this month. 

The alternative order of 
service has been put together 
by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland (CTBI), 
The Joint Liturgical Group of 
Great Britain and the Royal 
British Legion ‘for those who 
gather in silence on 11 
November around war memo- 
rials across the nations’. 

Its aim is to be as inclusive as 
possible ‘for people of all faiths 
and none’ and for all ages, and 
includes images of more recent 
conflicts and a greater aware- 
ness of new terrors and dan- 
gers. 

Many traditional elements of 
the service will remain while 
new sections include an act of 



commitment that does not 
mention God - a deliberate 
decision to make the service as 
inclusive as possible. Those 
gathered will commit them- 
selves to strive for all that 
makes for peace, seek to heal 
the wounds of war and work 
for a just future. A Christian 
blessing will follow. 

Another change suggested is 
that after the words; ‘From the 
Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon a 
young person should complete 
the phrase ‘At the going down 
of the sun and in the morning, 
we will remember them’. 

The idea, explained Bill Clark, 
Royal British Legion Director of 
Administration, is that the new 
service is handing on the torch 
of Remembrance on to the next 
generation. 

The service also recognises 
that, for many, the suffering 
caused by conflict carries on. 




Prayers will refer to; ‘all who in 
bereavement, disability and 
pain continue to suffer the con- 
sequence of fighting and terror’ 
and remember peace-makers 
and peace-keepers. 

Precentor at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Revd Canon Lucy 
Winkett has overseen the litur- 
gy for commemorations of the 
war in Iraq and the tsunami 
tragedy. She said: ‘Standing 
together in silence, remember- 



ing those who have died in war 
is an act that brings the people 
of this and many nations 
together. This new service 
enables people of all faiths and 
none to stand together in pro- 
found silence and penitence 
and in commitment to work 
together for peace and justice. 

The order of service is available 
from CTBI on www.ctbi.org.uk 
or 01733 325002 



Pain: ‘a sheep dog that snaps at your heels’ 



bv Clare Wenham 




‘PAIN can be a sheep dog that snaps at your 
heels and drives you to the arms of the 



Saviour.’ 

Joni Eareckson Tada, speaking in her 
wheelchair to a large audience including 
many disabled people in St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford, said that she had wanted 
to die after a diving accident left her quad- 
riplegic at the age of 17. Instead her mission 
is to be ‘an audio-visual aid of how God’s 
strength does show up best in weak people’. 
As a speaker and author of over 30 books, 
she proclaims the message that pain and 
disability have a value — ‘when we show 
contempt for suffering, it’s a short jump to 
having contempt for people who suffer’ — 
and that God shares our pain, even to the 
extent of being paralysed, unable to move 
when nailed to the cross. 

Joni is giving her active support to the 
campaign against euthanasia being organ- 
ised by Care, one of the sponsors of her 



Oxford evening, which was entitled ‘Born 
for a Purpose’. Lyndon Bowring, the 
Chairman of Care, spoke of the sanctity of 
human life, created in God’s image, and 
urged people to join the campaign (see 
www.care.org.uk). 

The other sponsor was Through the 
Roof, which works to help churches to be 
more accessible to the 9.8 million disabled 
people in the UK, and sends wheelchairs to 
the third world (www.throughtheroof.org). 
There are about 650 million disabled peo- 
ple world- wide. Joni was about to go to 
Ghana with the next consignment of wheel- 
chairs, to speak about the Christian faith. 

Joni was to celebrate her 56th birthday 
the day after ‘Born for a Purpose’. 

‘I’ve been 38 years in a wheelchair’, she 
said. ‘It’s hard. But I can say that God is 
good.’ 
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Mass lobby for 

More than half a million people 
in the UK have already cast a 
'Vote for Trade Justice,' calling 
on the Government to support 
fairer trade rules. It's not too 
late to add your vote, either 
online at www.tjm.org.uk/ 
action.shtml or using cards pro- 
vided by agencies. On November 
2, all interested people are also 
invited to lobby their MPs in a 
mass lobby of Parliament 



General synod 

The following members have 
been elected to serve on 
General Synod for the Oxford 
Diocese for the period 2005- 
2010. 

The Revd Moira Astin 
(Beedon); The Revd Jonathan 
Baker (Pusey House, Oxford); 
The Revd Mary Bide (Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford); The 
Revd Susan Booys (Dorchester 
Team); The Revd John 
Chorlton (West Slough Team); 
The Revd Canon Timothy Dakin 
(Church Mission Society & 
Twyford St Mary); The Revd 



trade justice 

organised by the Trade Justice 
Movement. The lobby will take 
place from 12pm to 6pm in 
Westminster. 

Details are available at 
www.tradejusticemovement.org. 
uk or fromChristian Aid (01865 
246 818), Tearfund (01235 ) 

or CCOW (01865378059). A 
group from Oxford will meet at 
Gloucester Green at 9:45am to 
take the 10 am coach. 



election results 

Hugh Lee (St Michael, Oxford); 
The Venerable Norman Russell 
(Archdeacon of Berkshire); The 
Revd Canon Dr Christopher 
Sugden (OCMS); Mr Thomas 
Yates Benyon (Adstock, Bucks); 
Mr Justin Edward Brett 
(Hermitage, Berks); Miss 
Prudence Dailey (Headington, 
Oxford); Dr Philip Giddings 
(Caversham, Reading); Mr John 
Hanks (Oxford); Mr Brian 
Newey (Warborough, Oxon); 
Mr Gavin Oldham (Wendover, 
Bucks); Dr Anna Thomas- Betts 
(Langley, Berks). 



Photographic competition hots up 



There is still time to enter The 
DOOR's photographic competi- 
tion, which closes on 14 
November. 

Submit a photo, which must 
be accompanied by the Bible 
verse it has been inspired by, to 
DOOR photography competi- 
tion, Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 
ONB or email webmaster@ 
oxford.anglican.org. Winners 
and runners-up of the competi- 
tion for photographs will fea- 



ture in the Christmas DOOR. 
There will be a special exhibi- 
tion of the best photographs at 
Christ Church Cathedral next 
January. 

Entrants must live in the dio- 
cese but can submit photo- 
graphs of subjects out of the 
diocese. There are two cate- 
gories: under-16s and overl6s. 
The judges will look for inspi- 
ration, relevance and imagina- 
tion rather than technical 
prowess. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Landscaping 
Soil Improvement 
Irrigation and Maintenance 



Wes Maree 

Tel: 01869 J456S0 
Mobile: 07786 74126! 

Email: wesmaree@Iovagcgardens.com 
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My Christian soldier- a mother’s story 

Images of war bombard our senses daily on the television and radio news. But even when our own 
armed forces are deployed, the conflict is usually far removed from our own shores creating, for most 
of us, a mental as well as a physical distance. But when your own child is going into battle the conflict 
seems very different. Here, one mother from our diocese, Katrina, speaks frankly of the struggles her 
entire family faced when her son was sent out to fight in Iraq. 



CHRISTMAS time, two years 
ago, was a bitter-sweet time 
for my family as we enjoyed 
the festivities with the threat 
of a war with Iraq becoming 
ever more real. You see, my 
son is a soldier, so it was with 
dreadful anticipation that we 
saw in the New Year. 

As deliberations between 
the UN, the weapons inspec- 
tors and the USA stretched out 
he confided in us a great 
unease at what might lie ahead 
and his struggle to reconcile 
his role as a soldier with his 
long-held Christian beliefs. 
And, for perhaps the first time 
I asked myself, ‘can a 
Christian be a soldier?’ 

My son joined the British 
Army to learn a trade, travel 
the world, maintain fitness 
and establish lasting comrade- 
ship. I believe after many years 
of peace in our country that 
most young people join the 
military for similar reasons. I 
seriously doubt that many 
really think they will ever see 
hostile action. Even in basic 
training, where suitability to 
perform under fire was 
assessed, few probably 
believed that they would find 
themselves really taking 
human life. 

With the Iraqi conflict now 
looming however, we all knew 
that the ‘fire’ my son was like- 
ly to come under soon would 
be, after* all, for real. At the 
very least he would have to 
defend himself. 

As a soldier it was his duty 
to obey orders even if that 
meant wounding or killing. As 
a Christian this appalled him. 
At some point it was very like- 
ly he would have to compro- 



mise either his religion or his 
job and he was tormented 
that hesitation between his 
faith and his duty could cost 
the lives of his comrades, or 
himself. 

As a mother I wanted to 
scream at him to run away 
now. As a Christian myself, 
not bound by military orders, 
there was no dilemma: Thou 
shalt not kill. 

I tried to reassure him that 

'I believe after many 
years of peace in our 
country that most 
young people join the 
military for similar 
reasons. I seriously 
doubt that many 
really think they will 
ever see hostile 
action... few probably 
believed that they 
would find them- 
selves really taking 
human life' 

as a soldier following orders 
the burden of guilt was some- 
how shifted, but he was not 
convinced. Swearing an Oath 
of Allegiance to HM Queen 
Elizabeth and ‘being duty 
bound to defend her against 
all enemies and to observe and 
obey all orders set over him’ 
may have been enough reason- 
ing for most soldiers, but not 
for committed Christians like 
my son. 

In the end we could only sit 
and pray together. 



It was interesting hearing, 
months later, that although 
few of my son’s comrades 
admitted to a faith of any sort, 
making it difficult for him to 
discuss his struggles, in the 
freezing cold of a Kuwaiti 
desert the night before his 
Regiment began to advance 
into Iraq my son was sudden- 
ly surrounded by men and 
women finding faith in prayer. 

My son’s part in the war has 
challenged the faith of all his 
family, making us examine 
our own lives. I think we all 
pick and choose the parts of 
our religion which suit us best, 
latching on to the bits we like 
and ignoring those which 
don’t rest easily. 

We all compromise our faith 
throughout our lives. How 
many of us can honestly say 
we have never broken one of 
the ten commandments? Are 
some commandments, in some 
situations, more sinful to break 
than another? Stealing? 
Blaspheming? Adultery? Taking 
another life? How far would 
you go to safeguard your fam- 
ily? Would you lie for your 
partner or kill for your child? 

With our country’s military 
action restricted to its fighting 
forces, usually far away, we 
are lucky that most of us never 
have to question how we 
would perform in such an 
extreme situation as a war but 
can shift that huge responsibil- 
ity onto others’ shoulders. 

With my son now safely 
back from Iraq I think he was 
brave to confront his situation 
and whatever actions he was 
called upon to perform I 
believe his Christian nature 
helped him in the end, not hin- 



Join BBC Radio Oxford’s 
biggest ever carol concert 



TUNE in and be part of 
Oxfordshire’s biggest ever 
carol concert this December. 
All you need is a congregation 
(big or small) and a radio. 

Whether it’s in the local 
church, school, village hall, 
shopping centre or even in 
someone’s home, gather 
together with friends, family, 
neighbours and others at 
7.30pm on 15 December and 
tune your radio to BBC 
Oxford on 95.2FM. 

As the radio station broad- 
casts its carol concert live 
from The King’s Centre, 

Botley, venues across the coun- 
ty will simultaneously be able 
to hear and participate in the 



same service which promises 
to include all the traditional 
elements of a carol service 
with some creative twists. 
There will be music from the 
Oxford Community Church 
bands and a top local school 
choirs drama, and readings 
from some famous names. 

Radio Oxford Sunday 
morning presenter Jonathan 
Hancock said: ‘The idea is to 
get people to tune out of 
some of the background 
noise that’s built up around 
Christmas and rediscover its 
real meaning. We hope to get 
people involved who might 
not normally get to a mean- 
ingful service by going out to 



them where they are, in ven- 
ues of all kinds, all around 
the county. The idea is to 
bring the whole of 
Oxfordshire together in a 
huge celebration of the real 
meaning of Christmas.’ 

To sign up to the event sim- 
ply log on to www.bbc.uk/ 
oxford or call 08459 311444 
for more details as well as 
publicity and presentation 
material, orders of service, 
background information on 
the Christmas story and even 
creative ideas for decoration 
and food! 

A list of venues to attend 
will be published in next 
month’s DOOR. 



dered him. 

So yes, I believe a soldier 
can be a Christian - in fact I 
think Christianity makes good 
soldiers if they carry with 
them humility and respect for 
fellow men and awareness of 
suffering. 

It is a huge burden for 
someone to carry their religion 
into battle. Far easier perhaps 
not to be weighed down with 
a conscience. But those who 
know God’s presence in any 
walk of life, and perhaps espe- 
cially on the battlefield, can 
only fare better than those 
who don’t and I am glad that 
my son took God into battle 
with him. 

For myself, the year 2002 
was a real test of faith with a 
son away at war and the death 
of my sister. But I felt strength- 
ened by my commitment to 
God and as a result have 
recently taken the first steps to 
becoming a Licensed Lay 
Minister. 




Katrina and her son, Graeme 

1 prayed for strength 
to face my fears’ 

SINCE serving in Iraq, Katrina’s son Graeme has remained in 
the army. The DOOR asked him whether he had been able to 
reconcile his job with religion and in what ways his faith had 
been affected by his experiences. 

Graeme said: ‘I went to war with my faith intact but things I 
saw have made me realise there can be no place for God on a 
battlefield. I did pray at the start, not for God to save me but 
to give me strength to face my fears. 

‘I’m glad my Mum’s strong faith helped her while I was 
away but personally I now struggle to find my way back to 
where I was before the conflict and in my case the question 
now should perhaps be ‘Can a soldier remain a Christian?’ 



Riddle Winner 

Last month's riddle winner is Mrs A. S. Beer. Congratulations! Thank you for 
all the entries last month, it was great reading through them all. Some of you 
brought it to our attention that there was a flaw in our riddle, which we 
acknowledge. The answer is that John is a party magician and that he juggles 
the gold across the bridge. The problem with the question was that if he 
juggled he would exert a greater force than 1kg on the pieces of gold and thus 
exceed the 80kg limit. Thank you for those who went into more mathematical 
answers, but no maths will help you this month. We hope you enjoy the next 
riddle! 
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UR UP AND AWAY. Balloons filled the sky for the colourful 
launch of Dorchester-on-Thames first fundraising festival opening 
two weeks of arts events to inspire the whole family. The winning 
balloon, released by 11-year-old Lloyd Woodington, travelled as 
far as Devizes in Wiltshire. All festival proceeds will go to the 
Abbey restoration campaign which has to date raised £3. 5m. 



New hall to reflect 
Church's Mission 

St Andrew's Church, 
Caversham, has unveiled a 
model of the future for its 
'tired' church hall. An ambi- 
tious new modern centre will 
compliment the recently 
launched 'Regenerate' move- 
ment aimed at enabling grass 
roots ongoing Mission. 

Geoff Kent, churchwarden 
and maker of the Phase 1 
model, explained: 'The design 
features cloisters linking the 
church to the hall physically 
but also representing the mis- 
sionary link between church 
and community. St Andrew's 
recognises that the church has 
a need to reach out to the 
local community, both spiritu- 
al and secular', to encourage 
interaction and meet their 
needs if we are to achieve our 
missionary objectives and if 
we wish to encourage growth 
of the church.' 

The Rt. Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, Bishop of Reading, 
who gave the keynote address 
at the launch of Regenerate, 
will preside and preach at St 
Andrew's 10am Family 
Eucharist on Sunday 4 
December as encouragement 
for the church in its Mission. 

For information about the 
project and fundraising events 
contact the church's web site 
www.standrewscaversham.org 



Riddle of the Month 

I'm as small as an ant, as big as a whale. I'll approach like a breeze, but come 
like a gale. By some I get hit, but all have shown fear. I'll dance to the music, 
though I can't hear. Of names I have many, of names I have one. I'm as slow as 
a snail, but from me you can't run. What am I? 

This month's prize is a worship CD as well as the latest worship book by Matt 
Redman, Inside-Out Worship, courtesy of Survivor Records. 

Answers on a postcard please to: 

Riddles, The Door, 20-26 Brunswick Place, London N1 6DZ 
Alternatively, please email us at: 
competition@churchnewspaper.com 
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St Luke’s Hospital is an independent, acute 
surgical hospital that provides free medical care 
for all Anglican clergy and their families. 

And for that we depend eptirely on donations. 
Every pound we get is vital to our work. 

You can make a donation either through your 
church or directly to St. Luke’s by mail, 
telephone or online at: 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

OUR MISSION IS TO CARE FOR 
THOSE WHO CARE FOR OTHERS 

St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
Tel: 0207 388 4954 Fax 0207 383 4812 
ST LUKE'S emai,: stlukeshospital.org.uk 
hospital Registered charity no. 209236 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
FREE CONSULTATION 

Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
3s® Available 





Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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A big thank you! 




DEANERY distributors of The 
DOOR newspaper were invited 
to a special lunch to thank them 
for all their efforts in ensuring 
safe delivery of nearly 40,000 
copies of The DOOR every 
month to churches, schools, 
shops and surgeries. Thanks 
also went to Simon Taylor of 
W.A Mallett &c Sons Ltd, who 



A BERKSHIRE church’s 
night-time venture to tempt 
teenagers out of pubs and off 
the streets has proved so suc- 
cessful they have employed a 
youth pastor to help meet 
demand. 

Night.shift emerged five 
years ago from the despair of 
youth leaders at St. Mary’s 
Church, Maidenhead over 
falling Sunday attendance lev- 
els and the sight of so many 
teenagers aimlessly wandering 
the town at night. 

‘Our group for 15-18 year 
olds was going through a 
depressing time,’ says leader 
Quinton Stowell; ‘We decided 
we needed social events for 
those still coming to church 
where they could invite their 
friends along.’ The events, it 
was agreed, should provide a 
safe space for young people to 
enjoy themselves and, while 
not formally preaching to 
them, they should provide 
witness of God’s love in the 
community. 

Quinton, wife Jody and 
others organised a Friday 
night party for 13-18 year 
olds in the former vicarage 
(known as The Old Vic) and 
were amazed to attract more 
than 30 teenagers. 

Five years later monthly 



provide exceptional service 
delivering the newspaper to the 
deaneries. 

The Door is currently look- 
ing for a new deanery distribu- 
tor for the Aylesbury deanery. 
If you live in the vicinity and 
would like to get involved, 
please phone Natalie Abbott 
on tel: 01865 208 225. 



partying at The Old Vic is still 
cool judging by the atten- 
dance of 130 youngsters at its 
anniversary bash. A charity 
band night in September 
attracted more than 200. 

Says Quinton: “We have 
had more than 1000 young 
people come along at least 
once, and at each party there 
are around 15 new people.” 

Spin-offs now include 
night.shiftXtra sessions pro- 
viding ‘youth club’ type activ- 
ities with discussion areas, the 
chance to ‘grill a Christian’, 
and ‘any questions’ events 
about God, Jesus and our 
Christian faith. 

Quinton says: ‘Young peo- 
ple feel they ‘own’ these 
events. The parties have 
evolved in response to their 
own ideas. Employing youth 
pastor Diana Miranda will 
help us continue to build rela- 
tions and provide a forum for 
effective evangelism.’ 

Quinton and his team are 
keen to share the secrets of 
their outstanding outreach 
success. Other churches can 
access information on their 
website www.nsx.org.uk or 
you can phone/email Quinton 
on(0 1 6 2 8 >6 74 6 5 4, 
ni ght. shift@stmarvsmaiden- 
hqad.org . 



Southcote celebrations 

On St Matthew's Eve 50 years 
ago St Matthew's Church, 
Southcote, opened its doors to 
the community for the first 
time. 

Half a century later a joyful 
congregation of past and present 
clergy and laity filled the church 
for a celebratory Patronal 
Eucharist. 

After the service guests shared 
refreshments and memories and 
enjoyed the reminiscences of 
Mary Fox (nee Hart) of happy 
times at St Matthew's 40 years 
ago. A celebration cake was cut 
by Fr John Hudson (present 
priest in charge) and Fr Peter 
Spencer (former vicar). 



Prisons week focus on 
‘The Least of These’ 

The Least of These (Matthew 
ch.25) is this year's theme for 
Prisons Week from 20-26 
November. People are asked to 
pray for prisoners, their fami- 
lies and those who care for 
them. 

Leaflets providing a focus for 
each day of the week are avail- 
able from the website 
www.prisonsweek.org 



Reflections on 
restorative justice 

Study packs on Restorative 
Justice, produced by the 
Churches' Criminal Justice 
Forum, are available for groups 
with five or six sessions each 
beginning with reflection on an 
aspect of restorative justice fol- 
lowed by questions for discus- 
sion. For a pack contact 
www.ccjf.org.uk or telephone 
020 7901 4878. 



International award 

» 

Congratulations to Colnbrook 
CE Primary School in Slough 
which has been awarded 'The 
British Council International 
School Award 2005'. 
Colnbrook - which distributes 
The DOOR to staff and pupils - 
received the award in recogni- 
tion of its international links 
and foreign language teaching. 
Headmistress Janice Brown 
said: 'A 1 1 the Staff and pupils 
are very honoured to achieve 
this award.' 



Party plan for bored teenagers 



r 




Eco-column 



I ‘Let us fill up, drive and be speedy, for tomor- 
i row ... we run out of oil.’ Tomorrow belongs 

* to the children who today are ferried to and 

* from school in 4x4s. 

Yesterday nobody wanted to believe the 
J Club of Rome’s warnings in ‘The Limits to 
- Growth’ published in 1972. Even today 
I Exxon funds pseudo-scientific research to dis- 
I suade the White House from curbing their 
I profits tomorrow, while today those profits 



multiply as demand outstrips supply so that 
oil prices keep setting new records. 

‘Gas guzzlers damage our children’s future’ 
could be included by law in the paintwork of 
all new vehicles doing less than 25 mpg. 
Another remedy is in our own right feet. 

50 mph is the Environmental Transport 
Association’s Green Speed limit. That may be 
unrealistic and cause dangerous impatience. 

Many cars now have a trip computer - even 
an under-rated four-year-old Skoda Fabia. 
The challenge is to aim at an average 50 mpg 
on every trip. 

How many Christians will try to join an 
‘Over-50 mpg Club’? Presumably not those 
who believe their vocation is to accelerate the 
end of the world. 

Canon Christopher Hall 







+ 
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God in the Life of, . , 



Finding God at Campsfield 

How do you minister to the spiritual needs of hundreds of men who are about to be deported back against 
their will to their country of origin? Rebecca Paveley spoke to Father Seraphim Vanttinen-Newton, the 
Orthodox chaplain at Campsfield House, a removal centre in Oxfordshire. 



CAMPSFIELD House still 
looks like the young offenders 
institution it once was: heavily 
guarded and barbed wired, it is 
now the temporary home to 
hundreds of men, who have 
been refused asylum in the UK 
and are waiting to be deported 
out of the country. 

Its very existence has become, 
for many on the outside, a focus 
for political protest. Protests by 
the detainees inside, and a 
recent suicide, have made 
national news. 

But its chaplain, Father 
Seraphim, says the media por- 
trayal of life inside Campsfield 
is far from the reality. ‘It is not 
a depressing place,’ he says! 
‘Visitors constantly express 
their surprise at how different 
it is from media reports. 

‘The job is absolutely 
exhausting and demanding but 
it is inspiring. There is no 
doubt that when two or three 
are gathered together here, 
then we feel Christ in the midst 
of us. 

‘People come in here and 
they are fed, clothed and 
watered, all very well, but 
many go on to find they are in 
their desert. But it is in the 
desert that they find God, and 
they find God here, there is no 
doubt about it.’ 

On the day I spend at 
Campsfield, there are 184 men 
inside. The atmosphere inside is 
quiet, orderly. Detainees, all 
men, most of them young, smile 
and shake hands as we pass. 

Campsfield is no longer a 
detention centre but a centre 
for removal - where most men 
just spend a few days on their 
way to a flight back home. 

The average stay inside is 








now just three or four days. 
‘What we are doing now is air- 
port chaplaincy’, says Father 
Seraphim. 

He and his 1 1 assistant chap- 
lains have a legal obligation to 
meet the religious needs of 
detainees, who have a right to 
worship and a right of access 
ministers of their religion. 

Campsfield boasts a 
Christian chapel, a Muslim 
prayer room and a multi-faith 
room. The biggest intakes of 
detainees are Christian or 
Muslim - the third largest reli- 

'Lots of detainees 
come in here and see 
me and say, you are a 
man of God, you 
should get me out of 
here and I say no, that 
isn't my job, that's 
your lawyer's job. My 
job is to deepen your 
relationship with God' 

gion represented is Sikh. 

The pastoral needs of 
detainees are enormous. Father 
Seraphim says: ‘Often I’ll be 
walking round and will see 
someone who looks as if they 
are about to collapse in tears. 
I’ll grab hold of them and just 
about get them into a room 
and the door shut behind us 
and they will be crying. At one 
point I lost so many handker- 
chiefs my wife was annoyed 
with me! 

‘Many of the detainees are 
economic migrants, and I'm 
amazed at their courage, what 



they go through to get here.’ 

I ask if he finds himself being 
drawn into the individual cases 
of those to whose needs he is 
ministering. 

‘There is the occasional case 
where I will stick my neck out 
when I feel an injustice has 
been done. There was an Iraqi 
Kurd, whose family had been 
allowed to stay, he had been 
gang raped in prison and tried 
to kill himself, and was about 
to be sent back. It was an 
extreme case where I did inter- 
fere, I spoke to the lawyer and 
she had the case reviewed. But 
I have to be very careful. And 
you have to remember, lying is 
the lingua franca here, many of 
these detainees have paid huge 
amounts of money to get over 
here and are desperate to stay. 

‘Lots of detainees come in 
here and see me and say, you 
are a man of God, you should 
get me out of here and I say no, 
that isn’t my job, that's your 
lawyer’s job. My job is to try to 
deepen your relationship with 
God.’ 

Life inside is focussed on 
sport, education, religion and 
the library. ‘It is very monastic - 
almost Benedictine, apart from 
the physical work,’ he says. 

A short walk around the 
detention centre shows how 
much the chaplaincy is in 
demand. Father Seraphim is 
stopped every few paces either 
by a detainee, wanting to talk 
to him, or another staff mem- 
ber, coming up with a problem. 
Several minutes are spent dis- 
cussing what time exactly 
Ramadan starts, so the chef 
can work out that day’s meals. 

Father Seraphim has been 
working inside Campsfield for 



Webspeak 



A monthly column explaining how to use the 
diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org by 
Phil Hind, the Diocesan Webmaster. 



Local Stories 

Deanery pages gather stories 
on the website that relate to 
particular areas. To find sto- 
ries about your area as well as 
a calendar of events visit the 
‘Site Map’ and pick your 
deanery from the list. 

Each deanery also has a 
website URL (Uniform 
Resource Locator)*: e.g 

www.oxford.anglican.otg/ast 
on-cuddesdon 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ayl 
esbury etc. 

If there isn't much listed for 
your deanery then now is 
your chance to plug the gaps. 
Send stories of interest either 



to the Door or to webmas- 
ter@oxford.anglican.org and 
they can be added to your 
deanery pages. And if you 
have an event coming up in 
your area be sure to add it to 
the calendar. 

News Roundup 

If you want an at-a-glance 
roundup of recent stories in 
the national press that relate 
to diocesan, church or ethical 
matters follow the link on our 
home page under ‘News 
Roundup’ there’s a 7 day 
archive of links to stories 
from numerous sources 
including newspapers and 



news websites. 

New Articles 

This month Social Responsibility 
Adviser Alison Webster intro- 
duces a series of excellent articles 
about Spirituality in relation to 
five areas of social concern: 
Mental Illness, Learning 
Disability, Terminal Illness, 
Deafness and Care of Older 
People. To read these articles 
see BSR Just Care pages at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/bsr. 

* Webspeak: URL... typically 
bland computereze for some- 
thing that's actually quite use- 
ful , namely a website address 
such as www.oxford. 
anglican.org 



several years, first as a visiting 
chaplain, before becoming full 
time. 

Though brought up in the 
Anglican Church, he was 
accepted into the Orthodox 
church after marriage to his 
Finnish wife. 

He had a formative experi- 
ence in Greece as an Oxford 
undergraduate on his way to 
Mount Athos and was later 
received into the Russian 
Orthodox Church in Oxford. 

He worked for nearly 30 
years as an English as a Foreign 
Language teacher, and still 
teaches part-time on the 
University of Oxford foreign 
service programme, teaching 
foreign diplomats. But it is 
undoubtedly Campsfield 
which takes up most of his 
time and energy. He is clearly 
angered by the way the centre 
is used by many on the outside, 
particularly the press. 

‘Life in here isn’t the way it is 
portrayed. There are tragic 
cases, but there is also some 
hope,’ he says. 




Father Seraphim Vanttinen-Newton. photo Frank Blackwell 



Recruitment 



Welcome to our 
new recruitment 
section. 

Advertise your vacancy 
with us and if you do not 
fill the position by our 
next issue, we will place 
the same ad again free 
of charge. 

ads @ churchnewspaper.com 



CHURCH MANAGER 

St. Mary’s, Ealing W5 

A vibrant, diverse and growing Anglican 

Church in West London 

Seeks to appoint a church manager. 

Salary circa £20-25K according to experience. 
Flexible 35 hour working week under a three 
year contract. 

Job description and application information 
available from 

www.stmarysealing.org.yk/manager.html. 

Applications to Revd. Steve Paynter, 

11 Church Place, London, W5 4HN 
Or at stevejen@lineone.net by 11 Nov ‘05 



Part Time Accountant 

A Rocha need an enthusiastic Accountant in 
Southall to be responsible for the accounting 
functions of A Rocha UK (ARUK) and A Rocha 
International reporting to the ARUK MD. 

You will need to be a committed Christian, 
preferably with charity experience, able to 
maintain records (currently on Quickbooks) to 
trial balance. You will supervise and assist the 
existing Accounts Officer and cover for her 
absence etc. Salary negotiable, hours - 
between 1 2 and 1 8 p.w. - flexible. 

Contact Maria Masih on 020 8574 5935 or 
email at Maria.Masih@arocha.org.uk for 
an application form. 

A Rocha’s website is at www.arocha.org 



Church Musician for 
St Catherine of Siena 

Tilehurst 

To co-ordinate and encourage our singers 
and musicians in a contemporary style. 
Thursday practice. Opportunities to 
develop music for all ages. Rates and 
details from: 

Rev. Denis Smith 
Tel 0118 942 7786 or email 
revdenissmith@hotmail.com 



St Andrew’s Church, South Stoke 

wish to appoint an Organist to start ASAP. 

Main Sunday service at 1 1 .00am, 

BCP & CW Sung Eucharist each month, 
regular Sung Evensong, weekly choir practice, 
weddings, funerals and other special services. 
Fees by arrangement. 

For further information, please 
contact Rev M. Blarney 

01491 872196 
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Christmas Services 

It’s Christmas Time 
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An Oxford Playhouse 
Production 

A classic tale, magically 
retold by Tony Bicat 
Directed by Ian Talbot 
Original Music by Nick 
Bicat 

“So I’m in rags , a slave to dirty dish- 
es 

I know it's foolish but sometimes my 
wish is 

To dance just once in some bright 
gorgeous frock 

In crystal shoes ‘neath the palace 
clock...” 

This festive season the magic is back 
at Oxford Playhouse as they present 
another sparkling home-grown fami- 
ly Christmas show: CINDERELLA, 
the world’s most loved rags to riches 
tale will be lighting up the theatre 
from Friday 2 December 2005 - 
Sunday 15 January 2006. Don’t miss 
the count down to midnight and the 
magical ball, in this the latest tradi- 
tional festive offering from the 
Playhouse. 

After the success of John Doyle’s 
stunning PETER PAN last year, 
Oxford Playhouse continue with 
their commitment to present quality 
family festive productions with 



something to capture the imagination 
of everyone. CINDERELLA will con- 
tain all the magical elements of a tra- 
ditional Christmas pantomime - a 
dame, ugly sisters, music and songs, 
a handsome prince who finds his 
sparkling princess... and of course a 
happy ever after. Plus created espe- 
cially by Oxford Playhouse for our 
audiences, with beautiful staging and 
a talented cast, it promises to be the 
place to be this Christmas time... 

The Old Queen has no intention 
of retiring, and Prince Charming 
rejects all the potential brides offered 
up by the crafty courtier Dandini. 
The Ugly Sisters’ addiction to cata- 
logue-shopping has brought Baron 
Hardup to the brink of ruin, despite 
the resourcefulness of his servant 
Buttons. The beautiful Cinderella is 
unbowed by the endless cruelties of 
her stepsisters but one day she allows 
herself to wish that things might 
change. Thanks to her Fairy 
Godmother they do but there’s 
always a sting in the tale when you 
tangle with Fairyland and everyone 
has to watch the clock. There is more 
to life than being the Belle of the Ball. 

Oxfordshire based writer Tony 
Bicat has adapted CINDERELLA for 
the Playhouse with original music by 
his brother Nick Bicat. The pair first 
worked for the Playhouse in 1976 
when they wrote the lyrics and music 
respectively for All’s Well That Ends 
Well. Recently they have been behind 



two highly successful pantomimes 
for Chipping Norton Theatre, Sinbad 
and The Diamond Princess (2004) 8c 
Robin of Wychwood (2003). 

Tony’s other associations with 
Oxford have included writing the 
lyrics for The Oxford Millennium 
.Festival’s OOMF Spectacular 
Symphony in Morris Minor at South 
Parks in 2000 and In a World of 
Water (a multi-media song cycle) in 
2004, both with music by Nick. 

Artistic Director of Regent’s Park 




Open Air Theatre, Ian Talbot, will 
direct CINDERELLA. Ian’s produc- 
tion of High Society, staring Jerry 
Hall has recently transferred to the 
West End following a sell-out UK 
tour. 

Cinderella herself will be brought to 
life by Karen Paullada who last year 
played Beauty in Lawrence Boswell’s 
Beauty and the Beast for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. She will be 



joined by Lesley Nicol as 

Fairy Godmother/Queen; (HMS 
Pinafore, Regent’s Park and Mamma 
Mia, Prince Edward’s Theatre) and 
Dominic Marsh as Prince Charming; 
(Adrian Noble’s The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe for RSC and 
Romeo in Romeo and Juliet, Regent’s 
Park). 

Harry Peacock and Gerard Carey 
take on the dastardly role of the Ugly 
Sisters. Harry’s theatre credits 
include Philip Pullman’s His Dark 
Materials for the National Theatre 
whilst Gerard has recently been seen 
in Richard Eyre’s Mary Poppins. 
Will Knightly will play long-suffering 
father Baron Hardup, (Out of Joint’s 
The Permanent Way) with David 
Galloway as Buttons (High Society 
and A Midsummer Nights Dream, 
Regent’s P^tk). The cast is completed 
with Rae Baker as Dandini (My 
Cousin Rachel, Theatre Royal 
Windsor) and Natasha Lewis. 
CINDERELLA is the latest in a series 
of ambitious Oxford Playhouse 
Productions; most recently. Erica 
Whyman‘s summer production of 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST, last year’s highly success- 
ful family Christmas show PETER 
PAN, Douglas Hodges’s directorial 
debut, THE DUMB WAITER and 
Other Pieces in February 2004 and 
AMAJUBA LIKE DOVES WE RISE 
which is currently touring interna- 
tionally. 



CINDERELLA also precedes a new 
production of Edward Albee’s 
THREE TALL WOMEN, to be 
directed by Irina Brown for Oxford 
Playhouse in April 2006. 

Oxford Playhouse presents CIN- 
DERELLA adapted by Tony Bicat, 
directed by Ian Talbot, with music by 
Nick Bicat from Friday 2 December 
2005 - Sunday 15 January 2006. 
Tickets start from £8.50 and can be 
purchased from the Box Office on 
01865 305305 or www.oxfordplay- 
house.com (no booking fee). 



Competition 

And here is your chance to win one 
of two unbelievable Family 
Christmas tickets. You can win a 
family ticket (max 5) which includes 
interval drinks for either Cinderella 
this Christmas, or any other per- 
formance of your choice. Simply 
answer the following question: 
‘Name the two brothers/artists who 
first worked for the Playhouse in 
1976, and which play did they work 
on?’ - Send your answer, along with 
your contact details and telephone 
number to The Door Competitions, 
20-26 Brunswick Place, London, N1 
6DZ or email at 

competitions@churchnewspaper.com 




Make a difference 
to a street child this 
Christmas! 



Donations welcome particularly at this 
time following the devastation of 
Hurricane Stan which has left thousands 
homeless 



Unique Alternative Gifts, child 
sponsorship and Latin American 
handicrafts also available 



Thank you 



Please visit our shop or go to 
www. toybox . org 

Toybox, 13 Hill Avenue, Amersham 
Bucks, HP6 5BD 
Tel: 01494 432591 

Charity no. 1084243 JBip * 1 * 



Contact Toybox: 

The Toybox Charity 
P© Sen &68* A mersh&m, 
Sucks. HP6SYT 
T: &H94 tmm 
& 01494 432593 
& info#tey box.org 



Thank 

you 



LET 

STREET 

CHILDREN 

LIVE! 
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1 Feature 

Heeding God’s calling - our new deacons 



Nearly 30 men and women from around the 
diocese are this month beginning their ministry 
as deacons after being ordained by Bishop 
Richard at Christ Church Cathedral at 
Michaelmas. Pictured together before the 
ceremony, here they introduce themselves to 
DOOR readers. 




1. Rodney Hill 

Parish: North Hinksey and 
Wytham 

Our home has been in Oxford 
for 25 years where our daugh- 
ter, Sophie, and son, Patrick, 
went to school. My wife and I 
worked in personnel manage- 
ment in the Health Service 
until retirement. I have already 
been warmly welcomed by 
North Hinksey, Botley and 
Wytham where I am fortunate 
to work and look forward to 
sharing in the life of these 
communities as a non- 
stipendiary minister in the 
months to come. 

2. David Scurr 

Parish: St. Mary's, Thatcham 
I am married to Claire and we 
have two children, Victoria 
(13) and Hannah (10). After 
ordination my role will be that 
of curate with special responsi- 
bility for outreach and mission 
within the parish. 

3. Richard Chand 

Parish: St Mary's, Headington 
I am married to Rebecca and 
we have two children, 

Elisabeth (14) and Daniel (11). 
As well as being based at St. 
Mary’s I will also lead and 
have special responsibility for 
Asian Christians meeting at St 
James’ Church, Cowley. 

4. Cedric Reavley 

Parish: Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Asthall with 
Swinbrook and Widford 
My family and I live at the 
Pharmacy in Burford where I 
am the third generation of 
Reavleys to run the business. I 
believe my life-long association 
with the parish is a firm basis 
on which to develop my 
ordained ministry. 

5. Wilson Gill 

Parish: Holy Trinity, Walton, 
Aylesbury. 

Before coming to the UK I 
worked with the Pakistan Bible 
Society in its Karachi office. I 
served at St. Paul’s church, 
Slough as the parish worker for 
Asian ministry. My wife, 
Rebecca and I have three chil- 
dren, Michelle (19), Hanook 
(18) and Merab (13). 

6. Christopher Carter 

Parish: West Buckingham 
At the age of 63 I am looking 
forward to this new phase of 
life as a deacon in a benefice 
of six small parishes between 
Buckingham and Brackley. All 
my working life has been spent 
managing local newspapers. 
My wife, Lorraine, is an archi- 
tect with a special interest in 
historic buildings. We have 
two sons who live and work in 



London. 

7. Sister Mary Stephen 

Parish: Hanborough and 
Freeland 

I was a primary school teacher 
for 25 years before joining the 
Community of St John Baptist 
in 1991 and am now part of 
the CSJB Leadership Team 
with two other sisters. My 
experience is mainly Anglo- 
Catholic so I particularly look 
forward to serving my title in 
a benefice where there will be 
a wide range of churchman- 
ship. 

8. Clive Rogers 

Parish: Beaconsfield 
Having spent many years in 
the pharmaceutical industry I 
then trained on the St Albans 
and Oxford Ministry Course. 

I am married to Alicia and we 
have two adult children, 

Sophie and Tim. We live in 
Beaconsfield and I very much 
look forward to serving God 
as part of the ministry team. 

9. Doreen White 

Parish: Shelswell, Bucks 
My OLM husband, Mike, and 
I have lived within the 
Shelswell Benefice for 1 1 
years. We have four adult chil- 
dren and two grandsons and 
enjoy gardening, walking and 
spending time with family and 
friends. I look forward to 
developing my ministry within 
our community. 

10. Jonathan Meyer 

Parish: Kintbury with Avington 
and West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen and Combe. 

After graduating with a degree 
in theology from Oxford uni- 
versity in 1976, 1 spent the 
greater part of 30 years run- 
ning away from God. 
Ordination now feels right and 
I am very grateful to all who 
nudged, pushed, encouraged 
and taught me. With God's 
help I will try not to let them 
down. 

11. Pamela Shirras 

Parish: Marcham with Garford 
After more than 40 years of 
parish ministry with my hus- 
band, mostly in London and 
Winchester, we are now work- 
ing as an ordained partnership 
in Marcham. What new things 
has the Lord in store for us? 
We have five children (one 
ordained and one in training) 
and a variety of grandchildren. 

12. June Faulkner 

Parish: New Windsor 
I come from Co. Derry but 
have lived in Windsor for 
nearly 30 years. I worked in 



social services in the field of 
juvenile justice. I also trained 
and worked as a marital coun- 
sellor with RELATE for eight 
years. My husband and I have 
a son, a daughter and one 
granddaughter. I look forward 
to continuing ministry in a 
place where I feel very much 
at home. 

13. Brian Jones 

Parish: St Mary's, Greenham 
I met my wife, Elizabeth, in 
Guildford while studying 
physics at Surrey University. 

We have three grown-up chil- 
dren, Catherine, Christopher 
and Sarah and a granddaugh- 
ter, Hope. Employed as an 
electronics design engineer, I 
was licensed as an LLM in 
1997 but continued to sense 
God’s call to the ordained 
ministry. 

14. Viv Bridges 

Parish: St Peter's, Wo I vercote 
with Summertown, Oxford 
I am 59-years-old, married to 
Peter, have two children 
(Rupert and Kate). I was inter- 
ested in ordained ministry in 
my twenties, so it is a great joy 
to come to it now, especially 
with the love and support of 
my family. 

15. Chris Leslie 

Parish: Loddon Reach 
After six years as an LLM in 
Shinfield my ministry as an 
NSM will be in the newly- 
formed team of Loddon Reach 
(of which Shinfield is a part). I 
am married with three married 
daughters and four grandchil- 
dren and I look forward to the 
challenges of this developing 
team in the months and years 
to come. 

16. David Haylett 

Parish: Dorchester Team 
Ministry 

We have lived in Long 
Wittenham for 30 years and 
have three children, now 
grown-up. We have always 
been active in village life, 
including the church, and I 
have been PCC Secretary and 
Churchwarden over the years 
as well as chair of the 
Dorchester Team council. 

Before retiring I worked as 
Oxford Diocesan Stewardship 
Adviser. 

17. Dr Heleri-Ann Hartley 

Parish: Wheatley 



I was born in Edinburgh and 
grew up in Sunderland. I stud- 
ied theology at St Andrew’s, 
Princeton and Oxford. I really 
look forward to serving in 
Wheatley, along with New 
Testament teaching at 
Cuddesdon. I enjoy water- 
colour painting and music and 
am a regular contributor to 
BBC Radio Ulster’s Thought 
for the Day.’ I am married to 
Myles, an organist and free- 
lance musician. 

18. Hilary Wilson 

Parish: Great Chesham 
Rob and I live in Chesham 
with Kate, our daughter. My 
background is in management 
with a multi-national company 
and I hope to use some of the 
skills I developed over those 
25 years in my ministry in 
Great Chesham, and particu- 
larly at St George's Church. 

19. Mark Letters 

Parish: St Barnabas and St 
Paul, Oxford 

I originally came to Oxford as 
an undergraduate to study the- 
ology at Keble College I then 
moved away and became a 
teacher which has been my 
work for most of the last 15 
years. I live in Summertown 
and work at the Quaker-run 
boarding school at Sibford 
Ferris. 

20. Jennifer Brown 

Parish: St Clement, Oxford 
Originally from the USA I 
have lived in Britain since 
1999. Prior to ordination I 
was a medical writer in 
Oxford. I trained for ministry 
on the St. Albans and Oxford 
Ministry course. I am greatly 
looking forward to my min- 
istry at St Clement which will 
have a strong focus on work- 
ing with children and youth, 
as well as the opportunity to 
work with the Oxford Brookes 
University chaplaincy office. 

21. Tim Hadden 

Parish: Watling Valley, Milton 



Keynes 

I am married to Julie. We have 
three grown-up children and 
four grandchildren. I will be 
working as part of the Watling 
Valley Ecumenical Parish min- 
istry team where we have lived 
for the past 23 years. 

22. Jo Harrison 

Parish: St Paul, Wokingham 
My background is in general 
and psychiatric nursing and I 
am a psychology graduate. 

I currently work on the 
Community Mental Health 
team in Wokingham and per- 
ceive my work as being very 
much part of my ministry. I 
look forward to serving the 
people of Wokingham as an 
NSM Assistant Curate at St 
Paul, Wokingham with St 
Nicholas, Emmbrook. 

23 Canon Marilyn McCord 
Adams 

Regius Professor of Divinity, led 
the pre-ordination retreat. 

24. Beth Spence with Felicity 

Parish: St James, Cowley 
I am married to Michael with 
five children (the youngest of 
whom has sat through many 
lectures and services during 
my training!). Originally from 
the US, I have lived in Oxford 
for 1 8 years and look forward 
to serving my title in Cowley. 

25. Gary Noyes 

Parish: St Leonard's, Chesham 
Bois 

I am very much looking for- 
ward to continuing to serve 
God as an Accredited Lay 
Minister. I have been a full- 
time lay pastor in the Oxford 
diocese since 1990. 1 am mar- 
ried to April and we have five 
great sons. I used to work in 
horticulture and spend as 
much time as possible out- 
doors. 

26. Dorothy (Dot) Morrison 

Parish: Wantage 

After years away from church 

I found SS Peter and Paul, 



Wantage, which was unlike 
any other church I had 
belonged to and where I expe- 
rienced spiritual growth and 
great blessings. It is a privi- 
lege now to be serving there as 
a permanent deacon while 
continuing to work for the 
local council. I am divorced 
with a son and daughter. 

27. David Wilson 

Parish: St Andrew's, Great 
Linford, in the Ecumenical 
Parish of Stantonbury and 
Willen, Milton Keynes. 

I am married to Sheila and we 
have six grown-up children, 
Sarah, Ian, Russell, Samantha, 
Nick and Jeremy. I studied on 
SAOMC and am looking for- 
ward to working at St 
Andrews and in the parish as 
an Accredited Lay Minister. I 
hope to develop active lay par- 
ticipation in areas of ministry 
and the life of the fellowship. 

28. Brian Griffiths 

Parish: Iver, Bucks 
I am married to Jackie and we 
have three grown-up children 
and three grandchildren. I 
took early retirement but still 
teach engineering part-time at 
Brunei University. I am also 
involved with British 
Standards. I hope to combine 
ministry in Iver parish with a 
ministry to students. 

Sam Allberry (not pictured. 
Sam was ordained by the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, at St Mary's, in 
Banbury) 

Parish: St Ebbe's, Oxford 
I grew up in Sevenoaks, Kent, 
and have come to ordination 
via Wycliffe Hall here in the 
Oxford Diocese. Having 
enjoyed my theological train- 
ing here it is a great privilege 
to serve my curacy in the city. 

I will particularly be involved 
in ministering to a large num- 
ber of students and encourag- 
ing them to live for Christ in 
the student world. 
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View from here i 



Dying for Equality 



Religious leaders 
have spoken 

with remarkable 

unanimity 
against the pos- 
sibility of a new Bill that 
might legalise assisted sui- 
cide. Nine leading figures 
from the six major faith 
groups in the UK joined 
forces ahead of the high 
profile debate in the House 
of Lords on Lord Joffe’s 
Assisted Dying for the 
Terminally 111 Bill. 

Some secular liberals did- 
n’t think much of this. A 
Guardian leader accused the 
Bishops of wanting to main- 
tain a situation, ‘... clouded 
by ignorance, fear, hypocrisy 
and uncertainty’. George 
Monbiot declared the next 
day that "Bishops and 
Rabbis... have just united in 
the cause of prolonging 
human suffering.’ 

Richard Harries, the 
Bishop of Oxford, argues 
that such a change in the 
law would privilege human 
autonomy above other 
goods such as mutuality and 
human interdependence. I 
agree. But my problem with 
the measure is that it doesn’t 
take enough cognisance of 
the real world: the social 
and political context into 
which it would be intro- 
duced. It sets out rational 
and apparently neutral 
processes by which life and 
death decisions would be 
made, with little attention 
to the differential effects 
such legislation would have 
according to people’s cir- 
cumstances. 

The criminal justice sys- 
tem is supposedly ‘neutral’. 
So how come our prisons 
are disproportionately full 
of young men from minority 
ethnic communities and 




by 

Alison Webster 



those who have 
been abused or 
brought up in 
care? Psychiatric 
diagnoses are 
supposedly scientifically- 
based and therefore neutral. 
So how come there are eld- 
erly women who have spent 
their whole lives in psychi- 
atric institutions because 
they became mums out of 
wedlock way back in the 
first half of the twentieth 
century? The truths of 
Christianity are supposed to 
be equally applicable to all. 
So how come we have need- 
ed feminist, liberation and 
Black theologians to correct 
damagingly exclusivist pic- 
tures of God? 

It may sound compassion- 
ate and neutral to say that 
those experiencing long, 
painful and undignified 
deaths are those best placed 
to choose to hasten the 
process. Yet we know that 
we live in a society that val- 
ues action over reflection, 
earning over caring, mone- 
tary wealth over creativity. 
So who will be the ones who 
feel they have a duty to die? 

There was a saying, ‘I’ll be 
post-feminist in post-patri- 
archy’. Well, I’d (possibly) be 
in favour of Joffe’s Bill if it 
could be proved to me that 
excellent palliative care is 
equally available to all of us, 
whatever our economic 
means, and that our society 
has become one in which we 
value old age equally with 
youth, disabilities alongside 
abilities, and sickness equal- 
ly with health. But when 
that day comes, I doubt 
we’ll see the need for such a 
Bill after all. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
the Oxford Diocese . 



Death by a thousand additions? 



Is the increasing workload of clergy, and the shift 
of responsibilities onto congregations and lay 
people, helping to kill off family life? The Revd 
Jeremy Trigg, Rector of Wolverton, near Milton 
Keynes, looks at the effects of clergy cutbacks on 
modern life. 




YOU’VE probably heard of 
the old Chinese practice of 
‘Death by a thousand cuts’ 
but I bet you’ve never consid- 
ered that death is just as like- 
ly to come by a thousand 
additions. 

For many people who are in 
work the truth is that they are 
working under very great 
pressure. In the Private Sector 
the profit motive demands 
getting as much work as pos- 
sible out of as few people as 
possible. In the Public Sector 
the finite budget is required 
to meet the needs for more 
regulation as well as work 
that increases in volume and 
standard. 

At the same time another 
source of security in people’s 
lives is fast disappearing. The 
Notion of a ‘Job for life’ is fast 
being consigned to the annals 
of history. Instead we have 
short term contracts, which 
mean little if any job security. 
The perfect climate in which 
employers may ‘add on’ 
responsibility after responsibil- 
ity to people who are already 
under pressure, but who can’t 
say no because their job secu- 
rity is limited. 

Clergy ‘add-ons’ 

The Church of England is of 
course no exception. In the 
twenty five years since I left 
theological college. I’ve lost 
count of the number of ‘Add 
ons’ I’ve been given, and it 
started in my curacy! I guess 
that many of my colleagues 
can echo that. In the current 
climate of cash starvation and 
the need to cut clergy posts in 
many deaneries the easiest 
solution is to ‘Add on’ to 
those who are left. Area 
Deans hope to goodness that 
those in freehold posts will 
move on or retire to give 
more flexibility to the 
Deanery Plan because only 
the freeholders are in a posi- 
tion to decline the add on. 

Coupled with adding 
responsibility to clergy we 



also say that we need to 
develop local ministry teams 
so that the ministry of the 
local church can go on whilst 
clergy spread themselves over 
greater areas and become lit- 
tle more than ‘Mass Priests’ 
and Marriage Celebrants. 

Now I’m not necessarily 
knocking this because I do 
believe that where lay people 
have obvious gifts and feel the 
call to use them we should be 
saying ‘Alleluia, get on with 
it’ and providing all the sup- 
port and supervision neces- 
sary for their ministry to 
flourish. There is however a 
risk in this approach. People 
with busy and successful 
careers have gifts and skills 

'by adding to respon- 
sibilities and work- 
loads we may be at 
risk of killing off 
some things that are 
at the heart of our 
profession, like 
marriage and the 
family, the nurturing 
of children through 
the investment of 
time, and the time 
consuming demands 
of pastoral care' 

that are easily recognised. 
That is why they are success- 
ful and why the church can be 
tempted to press gang them 
into action in local ministry. It 
may be that we are doing 
them no favours, and para- 
doxically are not practising 
what we preach - namely the 
importance of family life. 

What we all know is that 
the quality of our family life 
is as good as the time we 
invest in it. We must be care- 
ful to ensure that in asking 



people to contribute more by 
way of time we do not 
encourage a diminution of 
the importance of family life. 
It’s not that we intend to do 
that. It’s just a consequence 
of the demands of ministry 
as most people in any form 
of ministry can testify. 

My point is that by adding 
to responsibilities and work- 
loads we may be at risk of 
killing off some things that 
are at the heart of our profes- 
sion, like marriage and the 
family, the nurturing of chil- 
dren through the investment 
of time, and the time consum- 
ing demands of pastoral care. 

Role models within the 
Christian community will 
become fewer in number and 
slowly but surely the integrity 
of the local church will ebb 
away. The local church will 
become a place of stress and 
‘the peace of God which pass- 
es all understanding’ may 
seem to be a distant thing. 
Changing ministry models 
Can we avoid it? I believe we 
can. Although there may be 
fewer clergy the far more 
important fact to recognize is 
that the population is grow- 
ing. The population growth 
predicted for this country 
changes everything. It may be 
unwise to try to preserve a 
model of ministry born in the 
days of a vastly smaller popu- 
lation and attempt to adapt it 
to fit a very different scene. 
What follows are three ideas 
that could lead to a more 
hopeful future for the church. 

The focus of our thinking 
needs to shift from stemming 
decline to doing mission 
amidst a rapidly increasing 
population. Is the parish as 
we know it an institution of 



the past made obsolete by the 
car? Might the concept of ‘the 
Minster Church’ have much 
to commend it? 

Our understanding of the 
spiritual quest of those who 
are outside any mainstream 
religion is crucial. How are 
we to interpret the gospel 
anew for our generation if we 
do not understand the spiritu- 
al journey people make? This 
is not rocket science but it 
may be true that a further 
consequence of the thousand 
additions is that the local 
church (and clergy?) have lit- 
tle time to listen. 

Finally no venture into the 
mission field will yield fruit if 
we are not resourcing 
Christian people to live their 
lives in a way that grows ever 
closer to the way of our Lord. 
When Jesus calls and commis- 
sions his Apostles in Matthew 
9 & 10 he has a simple, 
almost naive mission strategy 
to share with them. Be com- 
mitted. Live committed lives. 
Everything will follow from 
that. Supporting and encour- 
aging people’s attempts to live 
in commitment to God is not 
new but is it one of the things 
that suffers most. 

I argued earlier that we will 
not find the answers to the 
challenges of today and tomor- 
row in the structures of yester- 
day. There are always excep- 
tions and George Herbert’s 
‘Country Parson’ is one. It 
was the quietness of his life 
that led to his faithfulness in 
prayer and study that fed a 
very effective ministry. We 
ignore that lesson at our perjl. 
It may just save us from the 
death of a thousand additions. 

Clare Catford’s press column 
will return next month 
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Letters 



to the editor 



Message in a bottle 



The phone never 
stops in a vicarage. 

For years, I’ve 
longed for a quieter 
life. Then, three 
weeks ago, the bells 
fell silent. Sally 
came in to ask if 
she could borrow 
our home line for 
an important call. 

No chance. 
Everything was 
dead. Thank goodness for 
mobiles. BT confirmed there 
was indeed a fault on the 
line, and, apologetically 
warned us it might take till 
Thursday to fix. 

At first, not having a phone 
wasn’t all bad. Everything was 
out on our side of the road, so 
we talked to the neighbours 
with renewed interest. The 
spirit of the Blitz smouldered 
in our hearts. Great Missenden 
can take it. We caught up on 
office filing, and left everything 
else for when the line came 
back up on Thursday. 

Except it didn’t. Every day I 
punched in about twenty 
numbers and enjoyed ten min- 
utes of a bloke playing a saxo- 
phone. It was builders down 
the road. It was a only metre 
down. It was all about duct- 
ing. There were already twen- 
ty pages of notes. They were 
backfilling it today. They 
couldn’t get access to dig it. 
They were backfilling it 
tomorrow. The hole was too 
small. It was in the wrong 
place. Always, engineers were 
working round the clock, and 
everything would be sorted by 
tomorrow. By Saturday, 
‘tomorrow’ was Tuesday. By 
Wednesday I wasn’t too 
sure. All right, said the nice 
lady. I won’t lie to you. I 
can’t give you a date. 

Ten days in, and everything 




BY THE BISHOP 
OF BUCKINGHAM 



was coming to 
bits, from the 
children’s love 
lives to urgent 
job references, 
several hundred 
emails people 
think I’ve seen 
but I haven’t, 
meetings where I 
didn’t get any 

papers, the fact 

we can’t really use 
our bank account. Life flows 
down the phone line. There’s a 
thought for the day. 

Here’s another. Human 
beings are talking animals. 
Being deprived of communica- 
tion made me angry and frus- 
trated, but I noticed behind 
these feelings a growing resig- 
nation and detachment from 
the material world - spiritual 
qualities you’ve got to culti- 
vate if you want to make it as 
a BT customer. 

Baqk in the material world I 
began muttering to myself, 
how long can it take to fix 
twenty feet of line 100 yards 
from the exchange? For want 
of a nail the battle is lost, and 
millions of pounds of glossy 
corporate PR amounts to not 
very much. Even in the South 
of England, the whole BT 
thing, incredibly, can fall over 
for twenty people for days, no 
weeks, at a time and they can’t 
do anything about it. On gour- 
met night at Fawlty Towers 
you get elaborate apologies, 
but no lobster. 

It could be worse. Our 
neighbour next door until last 
year was elderly and very 
dependent on her phone, far 
more than we could ever be 
with our mobiles. Things have 
got to get better. I’m off on 
Monday to Vaxjo, where I can 
get emails. In Sweden the 
phones work. 



Clergy News 

Revd Brian Pritchard, NSM Curate, 
St Nicolas Newbury, is to be Vicar of 
Horsham, Chichester Diocese; Revd 
David Colby, Acting Area Dean for 
Vale of White Horse Deanery, is to 
retire as Acting Area Dean; Revd 
Richard Hancock, Vicar of 
Shrivenham and Ashbury in Vale of 
White Horse Deanery, is to be also, 
Area Dean, Vale of the White Horse 
Deanery; Revd Edwin Clements, 
Rector, Blewbury, Hagbourne and 
Upton and Area Dean of Wallingford, 
is to be also, Priest in Charge, South 
Moreton with North Moreton, Aston 
Tirrold and Aston Upthorpe, 



Wallingford Deanery; Revd Dr 
Rodney Holder, Priest-in-Charge of 
the Claydons, is to be Course Director 
of the Faraday Institute, St Edmund's 
College, Cambridge,; Revd Michael 
Johnson, Chaplain, West London 
YMCA is to be Community Priest, All 
Saints Wokingham, Sonning Deanery; 
Revd Rosemary Payne, NSM 
Curate, Woobum, is to be NSM Curate, 
Hedsor & Bourne End, Wycombe 
Deanery; Revd Martin Partridge, 
NSM Vicar, Schorne Team, is to 
retire;Revd Julie Ramsbottom, 
Rector, West Woodhay w Enbome, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen & Combe, 
is to be also Priest in Charge, Kintbury 
with Avington, Newbury Deanery. 



Your views on saying the Psalms; Christian Councillors;discovering the Cathedral 



Saying the Psalms 

AS a student at a theological 
college where it is the custom 
to pause in the middle of each 
verse of a psalm when reciting 
them at morning and evening 
prayer, I feel I should jump to 
the defence of this practice to 
which Mrs Houlton objects 
so strongly (Letters, October 
DOOR 2005). 

It is hardly a new practice 
that has appeared suddenly. 
My experience is quite the 
opposite of Mrs Houlton’s: 
every worshipping community 
I have belonged to in the past 
ten years or so has paused in 
this way and I have found it 
helpful. 

The reason for the pause is 
to provide a chance to reflect 
on the words being said. The 
psalms are not only poetry, 
but also prayers. Why pause 
in the middle of a verse and 
not in between verses, which 
(as she says) would be more 
logical? One reason is that 
when the psalms are said 
antiphonally (i.e. alternating 
between two sides of the con- 
gregation) the pause becomes 
part of the praying of the 
psalm rather than an arbitrary 
gap during the change-over 
between the two sides. 

Mrs Houlton makes the 
more serious charge that this 
practice is a barrier to wor- 
ship. Two points: Firstly, all 
churches do things slightly 
differently. Pausing in the 
psalms is not going to be the 
only potential ‘trip wire’. 
Moreover, for those used to 
this way of saying the psalms, 
the absence of a pause would 
be a ‘trip wire’. Secondly, 
morning and evening prayer 
are part of an unceasing 
rhythm of prayer and not pri- 
marily an occasion for evan- 
gelism. There are other 
opportunities for this. A new- 
comer will always be wel- 
come (and may find solace in 
a place where the office is 
being recited meditatively) but 
it is the continuous prayer 
offered by that community 
which is the prime concern at 
the office, not accessibility. 

So I hope that those who 
are not used to saying the 
psalms in this way will not be 
moved to condemn it as a 
practice ‘seriously detrimental 
to worship’ but be open to its 



merits. 

Matthew Bemand 

St Stephen's House, Oxford 

I WOULD like to respond to 
the letter of Mrs S L Houlton 
regarding the recitation of 
the psalms at the daily 
offices. I can appreciate that 
she found reciting the psalms 
with a significant pause in 
the middle of the verse unfa- 
miliar and disconcerting. But 
I would like to suggest nei- 
ther is this practice ridiculous 
nor is it meant to be a barri- 
er to joining an ‘in group’. 

The origin of this method 
is not to be found in theolog- 
ical colleges but in religious 
communities where the 
recitation of the psalms is at 
the heart of daily worship. 
The pause is there to facili- 
tate listening. At its most 
practical level it is about lis- 
tening to one another, so that 
the praying community falls 
into a common rhythm; no 
one person determines the 
tempo. The pause is also 
there to enable us to listen to 
what we are praying, resting 
long enough to allow us to 
absorb the words and to 
enter into the prayer of the 
Church. (There is no pause 
at the verse because the com- 
munity would recite 
antiphonally, allowing one 
half of the community to lis- 
ten to the other). These prac- 
tical and mental points are 
important because ultimately 
the recitation of the psalms is 
about listening to God's 
words to us in the Scriptures. 
If we try simply to get 
through the psalms, using 
‘pom tiddly pom’ to bridge 
us over those uncomfortable 
silences, then we'll crowd 
God out with our own noise 
and never take the opportu- 
nity to ‘be still, and know 
that [he is] God’ (Ps. 46.11). 
Peter Doll 
Abingdon 



Call for Christians in 
local government 

I was interested in your 
Littlemore pub piece. As a 
Vale District Councillor who 
is also a Christian, I would 
welcome any and all repre- 
sentations from concerned 
Christians. Lots of pressure 
groups approach councillors; 



why should not Christians 
have their opinions heard?, 
but I think personal contact 
is best to follow up well 
informed letters. 

Your piece raises two other 
issues. Why are there so few 
practising Christians in Local 
Government? We must find 
more to join in and make a 
Christian voice felt. If any of 
your readers are interested, I 
would gladly try to help 
them if they contact me. 

That brings me to my sec- 
ond point raised by your 
contributor. What is the 
Christian voice? In my expe- 
rience the dominant councils 
ethos is political correctness, 
and Christians need to think 
that through, not just meekly 
succumb. Most of the time 
Councillors are just looking 
for community good, how to 
solve our traffic and environ- 
ment problems, where to 
place all our new houses, etc. 
But just occasionally there 
are clear cut Christian issues 
where I want to see Christian 
people stand up and be 
counted. We need to have 
our theology well sorted out, 
and then apply it to our local 
situations. I served a decade 
on the General Synod's 
Board of Social Responsibility 
and it was not an easy job. 
There was a distinct shortage 
of mature theological think- 
ing, and a regrettable tenden- 
cy among some members to 
rush off after every latest 
craze and not stop to ask if it 
was compatible with the 
mind of Christ. 

Gervase Duffield 
Appleford, Oxon 



Our Cathedral 
I WRITE having been a vicar 
in the Diocese for over nine 
years and having been to the 
annual services for clergy and 
a few ordinations at the 
Cathedral, but have only in 
the last week really discovered 
‘Our Cathedral’. I recommend 
two experiences I have taken 
up in the last week. 

I was a ‘Chaplain on duty’ 
for a day. I fixed it up a year 
ago responding to a letter 
from the then new Dean 
Christopher Lewis. When the 
morning came I felt I was too 
busy to go and too long a list 
of other jobs undone, but 



' kept to my word and went. 

A day away from the phone, 
desk and any set list of tasks, 
just seeing what God or any- 
one else sends my way - 
being available. 

I remember doing it as a 
curate in Salisbury Cathedral 
and feeling a little unfulfilled. 
So this time I bravely said 
hello to people, asked where 
they were from and explained 
I was there to be available to 
say a prayer for you, now. 

I had a wonderful day. 
Everyone was friendly, appre- 
ciative of what the Cathedral 
offered. I met people from all 
over the world with all sorts 
of lives and outlooks. Not all 
wanted to pray which was 
fine, but many did. Prayers for 
family at home, for life choic- 
es and dilemmas, for strug- 
gling and fighting churches 
(Anglican, Methodist and 
Baptist!) and much more. 

A real privilege, plus my 
travel reimbursed and £5 to 
spend in the delicious cafe over 
the road in my lunch break. 

A week later I was saying a 
prayer through the bus’ micro- 
phone for 50 excited people 
ready for an outing. A coach- 
load from the parish for one 
of the special teas and post- 
service tours of the Cathedral. 
We chose to arrive soon after 
3pm so people could go and 
do shopping in town if they 
wanted, or walk through the 
Meadows or visit the wonder- 
ful Picture Gallery hidden 
away and crammed with fasci- 
nating masterpieces where we 
were given a short guided 
tour. At 5pm tea was served in 
the Priory rooms for us fol- 
lowed by best seats for a 
beautiful sung Service. As 
everyone else left we were 
allowed the Cathedral to our- 
selves to soak up the last rays 
of the sun in the stained glass 
and be pointed to some of the 
Cathedral's finest features by 
helpful, knowledgeable guides. 

Two great experiences 
which may help you and 
your parish. Why not contact 
the Cathedral (01865 
276154) and take them up? 
Our thanks to the Cathedral 
and their friendly and helpful 
staff and volunteers who 
made this possible. 

Revd Ben Phillips 

St John the Baptist, Bodicote 
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Developing faith for the fi 
ever-changing Milton Key 



Earmarked by government as a target growth area in the South East 
the population of Milton Keynes is set to double in the next 25 years 
with an average of more than 2,000 new homes per year. Sally 
Jarman explores how the faith communities are responding to 
expansion on this speed and scale and what the churches are doing to 
help sustain the soul of this ever-evolving city. And below, school 
chaplain Pauline Barnes describes how the recently opened Christ the 
Sower Ecumenical school (pictured far right) in the west of the city 
embodies the churches' vision for the future. 



NEGOTIATING our way 

around the city’s infamous 
parkways and roundabouts, 
Milton Keynes newly 
appointed redevelopment 
chaplain stops the car and 
pointed to green fields stretch- 
ing out to the west of us. 
Consultation is already 
underway to discuss develop- 
ment of this area he explains. 



Another new community set 
to emerge. 

‘It’s a fairly unique situa- 
tion,’ the Revd Tim Clapton 
muses; ‘In most towns of any 
size expansion would mean 
about 1,000 new houses. 
Here there are nearly three 
times that amount each year, 
radiating ever further out 
from the urban centre. A new 



school opens every year. On 
top of that there is ongoing 
regeneration of older areas of 
the city. People are barely sur- 
prised when what was a 
supermarket one week is an 
office block or housing the 
next.’ 

As chaplain for such a 
growing population, how does 
Tim think the church could 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 



Residential Home with Nursing 




• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 



continue to reach people? 

‘It’s mind blowing for faith 
communities in some ways,’ 
he agreed, ‘but I think there is 
a sense of excitement, of fron- 
tiership and of opportunity.’ 

One of the challenges is the 
change in many people’s per- 
ception of community says 
Tim: ‘Almost everyone who 
lives here has come from some 
other place bringing with 
them their visions and aspira- 
tions for life. There is a desire 
for individuality. They have 
no family history to root them 
in one community and it’s 
easy to travel around, so you 
often find people living in one 
area driving right across the 
city to attend a church of their 
choice rather than be part of 
the one where they live. 

‘They may work away 
from the city and communi- 
cate and interact not with 
neighbours in person as much 



as through texting friends 
anytime, anywhere. 

‘We are having to learn that 
there are different ways of 
being a community. Our 

'Almost everyone 
who lives here has 
come from some 
other place bringing 
with them their 
visions and aspira- 
tions for life. There is 
a desire for 
individuality' 

church communities are hav- 
ing to work out what these 
changes mean. In terms of 
expansion they are asking the 
question: how will they 
organise themselves with 
God.’ 



In some of the new estates 
to the west of the city parts of 
the modern church communi- 
ty has organised itself to 
include groups of people wor- 
shipping in each other’s 
homes. It’s an example of a 
different expression of faith. 
A creative approach to wor- 
ship says Tim: ‘People looking 
at how they can best be a 
church in their locality. 
Investigating fresh expres- 
sions of what being a 
Christian means. 

‘I’d love to have teams of 
Christians knocking on doors 
in the new estates just finding 
out about people and what 
their spiritual needs and 
hopes are.’ 

Stephen Norrish of the 
Christian Foundation - a 
multi-denominational charity 
which runs community devel- 
opment projects across the 
city - supports the view that, 



School is leading the way 



The opening of Christ the Sower ecumenical 
school in the Watling Valley area of Milton Keynes 
brings together many aspects of the church's 
visions for this fast growing city. Here, school 
chaplain Pauline Barnes talks of her joy at being 
part of this forward-looking school. 



‘IS that a full-time job?’ 
people tentatively ask when 
they find out I’m a chaplain 
at a primary school. Perhaps 
followed by, ‘but where’s your 
church?’ After nearly two 
years, the answer is ‘Yes, it is 
a full time job and I don’t 
have a church. I’m based at 
the school.’ 

This is, of course, not your 
average school. Christ the 
Sower is a new voluntary- 
aided primary school on 
Milton Keynes* burgeoning 
west flank. When the Diocese 
of Oxford accepted the offer 
of a site for a church school 
over 30 years ago, I wonder 
if they realised that it would 
be in a parish which con- 
tained nearly a quarter of the 
population of Milton Keynes. 
Or that it would be home to 
people from all round the 
globe. Or that most people 
would no longer know or 
care about church. 

What they did always 
realise was that Milton 
Keynes was committed to 
ecumenical working. So this 
school became not ‘CofE.’ 



but ecumenical, supported by 
and an integral part of the 
local ecumenical parish. 

Working with the school is 
an opportunity to ‘do church’ 
in a different way. My post is 
paid for by the United 

'When the Diocese of 
Oxford accepted the 
offer of a site for a 
church school over 
30 years ago, I 
wonder if they 
realised that it would 
be in a parish which 
contained nearly a 
quarter of the 
population of Milton 
Keynes' 

Reformed Church, using 
funds set aside for experi- 
ments outside the usual con- 
gregational pattern. Our aim 
is to link school and commu- 



nity with expressions of faith 
and spirituality that make 
sense in a society that is both 
multi-faith and wary of faith. 
We want to be more than tol- 
erant of non-Christian faiths; 
we want to be welcoming 
and willing to learn from 
them. As a small example, we 
were delighted that a Muslim 
led our collective worship in 
the first week of Ramadan, 
helping us to appreciate new 
dimensions of our theme 
‘feasting and fasting’. 

At the heart of the school 
we have a dedicated ‘soul 
space’. It’s a reminder that 
there are values beyond the 
material and the utilitarian - 
and it’s a great place to chill, 
to have a quiet talk with 
God, or to comfort each 
other when the going gets 
tough. 

By the time we have grown 
to our maximum capacity 
we’ll be touching the lives of 
nearly 500 children and their 
families at any one time. 
That’s not just through the 
chaplain and the churches, 
but through the staff who 
minister in their own ways 
and from their own position 
on the spectrum of faith, and 
through practical initiatives 
with the local and wider 
community. ‘But where’s your 
church?’ people may still ask. 
I hope the answer to that will 
be obvious. 
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with a future of double the 
current population and prob- 
ably half a dozen fewer 
Church-supported posts, faith 
communities need to find dif- 
ferent methods of engage- 
ment, not necessarily replicat- 
ing the traditional methods of 
paid ministry: ‘We need to be 
creative about how we do 
church and what it might look 
like.* 

Both agree that in today’s 
more culturally diverse socie- 
ty engaging with the city’s 
communities means exploring 
interfaith dialogue. In recent 
years the mainstream denomi- 
nation churches of the Milton 
Keynes Churches Council 
have increasingly linked in 
with other faith communities 
with a range of projects. 

Says Tim: ‘The first people 
of other faiths to come to the 
city 15-20 years ago formed 
friendship groups which have 
continued and flourished. 
One aim during my chaplain- 
cy is to work with and along- 
side these groups, ensuring 
dialogue, partnership and real 
insight into the human issues 
in all communities brought 
about by ongoing change and 
expansion. 

A number of grass roots 
projects tackling current 
issues in the city are already 
seeing success. 

The Revd Dr Mary Cotes, 
Ecumenical Moderator for 
the Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Church 
explains: ‘The church here has 
never set itself apart from the 
community. It is a partnership 
based on respect. 

‘The ethos of the Christian 
Foundation is that communi- 
ty is a place where people are 
included. The most desperate 
are not left out but are valued 
and respected and encouraged 
to fulfil their potential. We all 
learn together.’ 

In an area with such a high- 
ly mobile population, younger 
than the national average and 
often with no familial roots 
nearby, the church identified 
issues with stability, health 
and education for some 
youngsters in both new and 
regenerating parts of the city. 

In response the Foundation 
has been running a pro- 
gramme of extended training 
for excluded 18-24 year-olds 
aimed at helping them gain 
skills and find employment 
through routes most appro- 
priate to their needs. 

On the day I visit the * 




Foundation’s bright and airy 
centre in Wolverton is abuzz 
with young people attending 
parenting courses. 

Healthy eating and sustain- 
ability is the focus of another 
Foundation project on the 
Stantonbury Campus with the 
creation of allotments, the 
organic vegetables from 
which become ingredients in 
meals at the campus’ Eating 
Point cafe. ‘Get there early or 
there’s nothing left,’ advised 
Mary: ‘It has gained quite a 
reputation.’ 

Elsewhere the church’s out- 
reach provides temporary 
accommodation bedsits for 
homeless youngsters along 
with personal advisers and 
support to get them back on 
their feet. There is a family 
support service and hundreds 
of smaller projects by individ- 
ual congregations. 

'We must engage 
with civic life as 
Christians in order to 
see signs of the 
Kingdom in our 
community. The 
church has been a 
voice of integrity in 
the development of 
Milton Keynes over 
the last 30 years and 
we must make sure 
that the next phase 
of development also 
has integrity' 



Mary says: ‘The projects 
have evolved with the city. 
The churches’ role is not just 
pastoral. The Mission 
Partnership has created posts 
that look much more pro- 
foundly at what is going on in 
the city, at the effects of 
expansion and at the kind of 
processes which occur with 
expansion, to give us some 
kind of prophetic voice. 

It is this understanding and 
insight, that has made the 
church a respected partner 
with the planning and devel- 
opment authorities. Milton 
Keynes was the first of the 
new towns in the ‘60s which 
involved the church in devel- 
opment of the master plans. 

A look at the website of the 
Milton Keynes Local 
Strategic Partnership states: 






r details please contact 



Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 > 



‘Our vision is to create a city 
that has soul, energy and 
dynamism.’ 

The Mission Partnership 
looks at how it might influ- 
ence the decision making 
process to ensure that the 
communities that come into 
existence have hearts and 
souls. 

Tim Clapton says: ‘We must 
engage with civic life as 
Christians in order to see 
signs of the Kingdom in our 
community. The church has 
been a voice of integrity in the 
development of Milton 
Keynes over the last 30 years 
and we must make sure that 
the next phase of develop- 
ment also has integrity. 

‘I see my job as carrying on 
that work.’ 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

m jiL 

Live-iii Housekeeper/Carers 

ir Longer-term over several me 
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A Pilgrimage 






By Ian Dewar 

ilf a documentary pre- 
senter opens with the 
words: “I’m going on a 
journey...”’ then nine 
times out of ten you can 
safely wish him or her 
bon voyage.’ Such is the 
opinion of The Times 
TV critic, Paul Hoggart. 

David and Deborah 
Douglas in their book, 
Pilgrims in the Kingdom: 
Travels in Christian 
Britain,) ‘invite us to 
participate in a journey 
inspired by people and 
places.’ 

Do pilgrimages work 
or are they just a spiritu- 
al warm glow, a tran- 
scendental feel good fac- 
tor? 

The best way to find 
out is to do one. On an 
overcast, later wet, even- 
tually extremely wet day 
in May, I set off from 



Melrose Abbey with 
three companions along 
the newly formed St. 
Cuthbert’s Way 

The Way lasts for 62 
miles. It starts from 
Melrose (where 

Cuthbert was a monk) 
and ends up on 
Lindisfarne (where he 
was most famously a 
bishop). For practical 
purposes the way mark- 
ing was far superior 
north of the border. 
Officially the walk is 
split into four sections 
though it can be done in 
more. 

Day 1. We set off at 
lunchtime for a 15 mile 
hike finishing tired and 
wet. Was it worth it? 
No! But then... yes... - a 
great sense of achieve- 
ment. 

The book does not 
concentrate on one con- 
tinuous journey but the 



visiting of several places 
where Christians of note 
have lived and worked. 
These are diverse, rang- 
ing for example from SS. 
Ninian, Aidan and 
Cuthbert, through 
George Fox and John 
Wesley and including 
Evelyn Underhill and T. 
S. Eliot. 

The aim is to give a 
flavour of the various 
places and encourage 
others to undertake 
either physically or 
imaginatively, or prefer- 
ably both. As the 
authors say - ‘we intend 
theses chapters no less 
for armchair travellers’ 

Day 2 (18 miles). We 
were all stiff from the 
first day and one of our 
group had developed 
blisters that got worse as 
the day went on. 
Sometimes it is not what 
you take on the journey 




Why not?... 



Come to a place to: 

v Encounter God 
v Explore your faith 
v Engage with faith/life questions 
v Enjoy the beauty of God’s creation 

Set in 14 acres of beautiful grounds, with 32 ensuite bedrooms, chapel, 
various meeting rooms and fully licensed bar, Wydale is ideally suited for 
individuals and parish groups who wish to use our excellent facilities. 

We also organise an extensive programme of retreats, workshops and 
conferences, available on request. 

The Office, Wydale Hall, Brompton by Sawdon, Scarborough, 
North Yorks., Y013 9DG 

Tel. (01723) 859270 or email retreat@wydale.co.uk 




but who that shapes its 
meaning for you. It is 
also who you meet. 

The first part of day 2 
we kept on passing and 
being passed by two 
Scots ladies from 
Hawick. At one point as 
we caught them up they 
heard us chivvying our 
injured companion. One 
responded, ‘Och it’s no 



funny y’ know.’ We 
were suitably chastised 
until she immediately 
turned to our compan- 
ion and continued. ‘I’ll 
tell yer what, that next 
hills gonna kill yer”!’ 
Nothing like encourage- 
ment! 

Perhaps we were clos- 
er to pilgrimage than we 
thought. The Douglas’s 



quote Julian of 
Norwich’s dictum, ‘seek, 
suffer and trust.’ Our 
friend made it up that 
hill. 

Later our injured 
companion had to catch 
a bus to our evening des- 
tination. Three of us 
ploughed on and toward 
the end reached the high- 
est point of the walk. 




Christian Community 
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KBS 



* •• 



Dip into our programme, or just enjoy time out 



pilp - g cast ; minu te offe r mmmm 

25%6FFiTHESENOVEMBERMlbWEEks 



14-18 November (Mon-FriJ 



Scenes from the Life of Oavid 



2125 November (Mon-Fri) 



Knowing God Today / Chrjstni^s Crafts 



More weeks and weekends in the New Year too 
full programme on the website. 



0800 3891189 

www.LeeAbbey.org.uk 
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That too was just a hill with a view, ferently. 

not a mountain, but it felt an achieve- Day 3 (12 miles) of our pilgrimage 
ment. It was the unexpected joy hav- was in theory the easiest, crossing the 
ing got your head down and the next border from Scotland to England and 
time you raise it you are seeing life dif- gentle underfoot Cheviot heathland. 



Lee Abbey 

Lee Abbey is home to a Christian community that hosts a Conference, Retreat and 
Holiday Centre, set in a spacious 280 acres of farm and woodland, overlooking 
the dramatic Exmoor coast. As a guest, you are free to join in as many (or as few!) 
programme sessions as you like. 

The community is an interdenominational Christian team of around 100 indi- 
viduals and families brought together from across the globe by God's call to live 
for and serve Him, developing new skills and broadening their experience. 

Our vision is that you experience a new or renewed encounter with the living 
Lord Jesus Christ, via: 

Building community 

We are called by God, for a longer or shorter period, to the costly adventure of 
community living. We are called to be a worshipping, prophetic and caring com- 
munity that lives out the Gospel, learning to serve each other and those whom 
God sends. 

Being God's welcome 

We want to welcome those men, women, young people and children who are spir- 
itually hungry, and by God's grace to offer here both an oasis and a challenge. We 
aim to provide a place of refreshment for body, mind and spirit, especially to any 
who feel wounded, unloved or lacking direction in life. 

Renewing and serving the Church 

We desire to bring men, women, young people and children to a new or renewed 
encounter with the living Lord Jesus Christ, so that as members of His church they 
may serve God in His world through the power of His Spirit. We aim to serve 
through evangelism, teaching, worship, renewal and prayer, and by the witness of 
our life together. 

The Beacon 

In addition to the main house Lee Abbey has recently opened modern youth facil- 
ities in a dramatic location, The Beacon offers a unique setting for residential out- 
door teaching and activity breaks. 

The centre is ideal for schools, colleges and universities and a wonderful envi- 
ronment for Youth Group holidays. We are committed to delivering a wide range 
of exciting and challenging activities which will help to develop new skills and 
facilitate team building. 

The Beacon is staffed by a Christian Community which welcomes people of all 
faiths and none. 

For bookings please contact 0800 389 1189 or e-mail 

Relax@LeeAbbey.org.uk 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 0207 417 58* 



By now, however, the feet were tired 
and the sheer glory of stopping for 
lunch by a stream of cold water com- 
ing down from the hills and bathing 
our feet was a foretaste of heaven. Yet 
the key feature of the day was the 
missing companion who was always 
‘not there’. 

A strange feature of the book is that 
nearly every ‘sacred site’ is visited indi- 
vidually by one of the pair. Their need 
for childcare is the understandable rea- 
son for this but can pilgrimage be pil- 
grimage without others for at least 
part of the way? 

Walking too seems to get the bal- 
ance right. Long periods of personal 
thought are followed by a comment 
that leads to discussion and debate. I 
am reminded of Joseph Pieper - ‘only 
the silent hear’. 4 

Day 4 and our companion is back, 
determined to get to Holy Islands car- 
rying his pack. Apart from Melrose 
(and until Lindisfarne) there are no 
sacred sites. It is an odd feature of 
the book. Are they on pilgrimage or 
homage - can you separate the two? 

The day is full of surprises. St 
Cuthbert’s cave, less sacred, more 
love nest and memorial - check out 
the carvings on the rocks! Then a 
short walk round the corner and we 
get our first sight of the sea and in the 
distance Lindisfarne and its causeway 
bathed in glorious May sunshine - 
stunning! 

Is this is what it felt like for pil- 
grims in centuries past? Is this what 
pilgrimage is, a physical journey that 
allows the imagination to touch 
another world? If so should all pil- 
grimages be good? What about 
Auschwitz or Rwanda? 

The final stretch is touched with 
irony, at the edge of the Causeway we 
have arrived only to discover we have 
not. The Causeway is one thing; the 
village is a good deal further. It is 
heads down again, or as the 
Douglas’s remind us, George Fox 
ascended Pendle 
Hill, ‘with much 
ado’. 

In the end, I 
think, a pilgrimage 
is a journey into 
yourself or it is 
allowing God to 
show you more of 
yourself. It is not 
a magical cure all. 

In the words of Dr. 

Johnson, ‘A man 
must carry knowl- 
edge with him if he 
would bring 

knowledge home.’ 



Christian Britain by David and 
Deborah Douglas is published in 
paperback by BR, priced £12.99 

"12 miles of our 
pilgrimage was in 
theory the easiest, ' 
crossing the border 
from Scotland to 
England and gentle 
underfoot Cheviot 
heathland" 



Morlev Retreat House 




For details of our house events 
or conference facilities, 
visit our website or contact us 
for a brochure 

Morley Retreat 
& Conference House 
Church Lane 
Morley 

Derbyshire DE7 6DE 
® 01332 831293 
Fax 01332 834944 
Email morleyretreat@btconnect.com 
Website www.morleyretreat.co.uk 

Morley: 

A place for praise, for prayer, for peace 
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We teach and practise Christian 
contemplative meditation. 

Small, welcoming retreat house available in 
Dorchester. (Max 9) 

Details from: The Secretary, 

Marion Dunlop House 
8 Prince ofWales Road 
Dorchester 
DTI 1PW 
Tel 01305 251396 

e-mail : fellowship. meditation@virgin . net 



Pilgrims in the 
Kingdom: 
Travels in 



Providing the Church with holidays 
for 1 00 years 

199 THE CHRISTIAN 
W HOLIDAY PEOPLE 

For holidays and conferences 

CONWY & RHOS ON SEA (North Wales) 
VENTNOR (Isle of Wight) 
OVERSTAND (North Norfolk) 
SALTBURN (North Yorkshire Coast) 

For 2006 brochure 



0151 526 2102 

Including Coach Holidays and Self Catering Bungalow 

www.christianholidays.co.uk 

Charity Endeavour Holiday Centres & Registered Charity 
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Fairtrade Food 



Winter Chutney 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

This recipe is from my former next-door neighbour who loved cooking too. Alas, she is no longer with us as 
she died, but I know that she would be delighted to think that I put my plum and apple trees’ bountiful crop 
to good use. This year the fruit in my garden has been the best I remember. Apart from my family and 
fiTends, the birds, badgers and munjac deer who visit us are thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

Ingredients 

1 lb (450g) cooking apples 
3 lb (135kg) plums 

1 lb (450g) onions 
3/4 lb (350g) seedless raisins 
1/2 lb (225g) carrots 

2 small courgettes 

1 lb (450g) soft brown fair trade sugar 

2 pints (1.2 litres) malt vinegar 

1 1/2 oz (40g) sea salt 

2 level tsp ground cloves 
2 level tsp ground cinnamon 
2 level tsp ground ginger 
2 level tsp ground allspice 
Tiny spoon of mustard 

Method 

Peel, core and chop the apples. Stone and quarter the plums, chop the onions and the raisins. Peel and cut the 
carrots into small dice and chop the courgettes up into dice. Put the sugar and all but 1/4 pint of the vinegar 
into a large preserving pan and bring slowly to the boil, then add the fruit and vegetables. Blend the spices 
and mustard and salt in the remaining vinegar and stir into the ingredients in the pan. Bring to the boil again, 
then reduce the heat and cook gently until fairly thick. Pot and cover with waxed discs and lids or cellophane 
circles. 

CORRECTION: The conversion from imperial to metric in last month's DOOR recipe unfortunately contained some 
inaccuracies. For the correct conversion measurements, please see our website www.oxford.anglican.org. 




Hundreds take up chance 
of fun and fellowship at 
first Vertigo event 



Bv Ian Macdonald 

VERTIGO has arrived! October saw the 
first Vertigo event draw together more 
than 400 young people from churches, 
denominations, towns and villages 
across Oxfordshire. 

The aim of Vertigo was to give young 
people access to the best Christian 
resources available, including dynamic 
and relevant biblical teaching to encour- 
age and equip them for life at school on 
a Monday morning. There was pas- 
sionate, high octane worship, fellowship 
with hundreds of other Christians their 
own age and a whole lot of fun! 

Feedback so far *( including that quot- 
ed below) indicates the event was a 
success. 

‘I was at Vertigo last night and it was 
probably the best youth event that I’ve 
ever been to.’ 

‘I was just amazed by Lanky’s (Ian 
Lancaster, Christians in Sport) talk. It 
was amazing and thought-provoking 
and I think it might just have made my 
friend turn to Jesus. 

‘The songs were amazing. Martin, 



the worship leader, really shone that 
night. It was awesome to see so many 
people praising God...’ 

‘The atmosphere was so friendly. I 
love being a Christian! Thank you so 
much...’ 



‘Tell all the guys who were involved in 
Vertigo that I thank them deep from the 
bottom of my heart.’ 

Each young person was invited to 
take home a dog tag (which had 
‘Vertigo’ and the verse Hebrews 12:1-3 
on) that they could attach to their 
school bag, wear, or put 
on a key ring. The 
hope was that the 
tag would serve as a 
reminder of the event 
and a challenge to live 
as a witness to the dif- 
ference Jesus has made 
to their lives. 

The next Vertigo will be 
on February 4 2006. More details at 
www.vertigo-ox.com 




I 
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Ian Macdonald is the Diocesan Youth 
Adviser 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
- conditioned privately 
'owned villa. Sleeps 8/1 0, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 



FLORIDA 

KISSIMMEE 
3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
own pool, sleeps 6-8 
www.basslakesvilla.co.uk 

Tel: 01980 630950 



NORTH CORNISH 
COAST 

Very comfortable, 
well-equipped 4 bedroomed 
house, 5 minutes stroll away 
from the rolling atlantic! 
Available weeks in June and 
then from 28th August. 
For more details please call 
Sue on: 020 7924 5951 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



Holiday Advertising 

Want to attract the right 
clientele to your holiday home? 



DEVON 

ram AGES 

3 miles beautify North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 

Heated Indoor Pool 
A SGames Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcyemanorfarm.co.uk 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect. com 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
4 Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 

Fully equipped Self-Catering 
Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 
Private parking. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



LLANDUDNO 

Adjacent to 
beach/pier. B&B £28. 

Dinner, Bed & 
Breakfast £35pppn. 
No single supplement. 
Tel: 01492 877369 

susan@nunebambouse.fsnet.co.uk 



North Yorkshire 
Coast 
Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10, beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



Isle of Wight 

Sandown 

UK ♦♦♦ Friendly Family 
Hotel. 7 Nights Half 
Board, ferry inclusive 
from £199 

Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Seif-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy 
and loved. See; 

www.pottingshedhoiidays.co.uk 

E-mail: 

info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel: 01749 672 857 



Tuscany 

Garfagnana 

Delightfully restored 15C 
house, two bedrooms, In 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper and 
lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 

Please call Diane Goodwin on 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming 
garden cottage. Nr sea. 

Peaceful, warm 
welcome. Non smoking. 

Sorry no children or 
pets. Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



TUSCANY 

Beautiful Holiday apartment 
overlooking the Tuscan Hills 
from within the medieval 
walls of Barga, sleeps 6. 

For more details, please visit 
www.tuscan-apartmefit.com 
or call 0039 0583 710015 



Northumberland, Wooler, 

spacious holiday cottage to 
rent. Sleeps five, very comfort- 
able beds. Beautiful scenery 
and walking from the door. 
£230-£400, 10% clergy dis- 
count. Some weeks available 
this summer. 

j oanne .grenfell @ btintemet 
com 0114 272 2545 



HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

April 18-26, 2006 
£980 

3-Day Extension to Jordan 
£335 

Brochure from 
Rev. Richard Thomas 

01243 430613 



An invitation to join a Pilgrimage 
to 

THE HOLY LAND 

26th May - 5th June 2006 
(Ascensiontide - Pentecost) 

led by 

Reverend Brian Spence 
(an experienced tour leader) 

Details and brochures from 

St Mark’s House, Englefield, Reading RG7 5EP 
(0118 930 2227 or brian@stmark’shouse.f9.co.uk) 



m 



2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

BfPOk We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
W higher than normal age limi ts 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

I 0116 272 0500 HI 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £1 29.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP 

INSURANCE 



Paying too much for 
the right ad? 



Do you want first class 
professional service? 
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Why not give our team a call and 

see wfiat ® 



we can do tor you; 



For a limited time , we are offering an ad in all 

10 issues 

of the Door for the price of 8!! 

Call us now on 020 7417 5841 or 
0207 417 5833! 

You can also email us at 
ads(®churchnewsDaDer.com 
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New friendships and closer 
bonds for linked dioceses 



Ke a leboga - Hello and thank you to all our good friends in Montshiwa! 
say those from the UK contingent that travelled to the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman's Family Weekend. Here they share their thoughts 
of the event which has forged greater understanding and new relationships 
between the linked dioCeses. Dr Jo Harries (the wife of Bishop Richard) 
also recounts her experiences when she took the opportunity to travel 
further after the weekend. 



‘IT WAS a land of great con- 
trast. Mafeking had a railway 
station and an airport but most 
of those we met had not trav- 
elled outside South Africa... 
There was a gleaming new 
shopping complex near 
Montshiwa, MegaCity, but 
many retail units remained 
empty as big retailers feared 
insufficient income in the area 
to support them. 

‘Everyone was struck by the 
generosity and optimism of all 
those we met - optimism 
undimmed despite the tribula- 
tions and injustices of the 
recent apartheid era. 

‘Anthony Ellis (Rector of 
Kidlington) spoke about the 
Link, reiterating the original 



vision which was not just 
about handing over money. 
This message was warmly 
applauded by the gathered 
congregation - a clear indica- 
tion that our brothers and sis- 
ters do not want to be patron- 
ised by us.’ 

Janet Warren i, parishioner of St 
Mary's, Kidlington 

‘Our visit to Montshiwa was 
a truly amazing experience 
which I, for one, will never for- 
get... The Diocesan Family 
Weekend was wonderful - the 
singing, dancing and the sheer 
joy of everyone taking part was 
really infectious and will stay 
with me for a long time. 
Sunday services back in the UK 



will never feel quite the same 
again!’ 

The poverty in some of 
Montshiwa 's outstations also 
struck Pam: ‘We visited some 
distant outstations where we 
saw how many people lived in 
shacks and worshipped in the 
most basic of churches... The 
men and women of one church 
had made enough bricks to 
build toilets and were waiting 
and praying for funds to build 
a new church.’ 

Pam Cooper ; a Mothers' Union 
representative 

‘On Heritage Day at the 
Molema Primary School we 
had the most amazing enter- 
tainment with singing and 




dancing from them, then an 
exchange from us. When we 
finished I spent the next few 
minutes hugging little children 
and feeling humble as I felt I 
had brought them so little and 
they had given me so much.’ 
Philippa Burrell, St Mary's 
parishioner 

‘There was a sense that here 
was a community who placed 
their faith at the centre of their 
lives, who worshipped with a 
sense of joy and who looked 
after each other. We too were 
offered friendship by everyone 



we met.’ 

Joyce Morris, Churchwarden at 
St Mary's 

‘Leaving the heady atmos- 
phere of Montshiwa Hope and 
Drake Tshenkeng drove me to 
Batlharos near Kuruman,’ 
writes Jo Harries. Hope is 
Diocesan president of the 
Mothers’ Union. 

At Batlharos Jo visited the 
wellness clinic at St Michael and 
All Angels. She said: ‘Hope 

gathers a group of HTV positive 
women. They make items that 
can be sold, learn about health, 



nutrition etc and share lunch as 
well as supporting each other: ’ 

Visiting a Roman Catholic 
Franciscan mission where they 
have an old people's home she 
noted that the ladies ‘seemed 
beautifully cared for in compar- 
ative luxury’, said Jo. 

Back at Batlharos, Jo joined 
in preparations for the Mothers' 
Union conference, for which 
500 delegates were expected. 
'The arrangements for the 
Mothers' Union conference 
were fantastic. I wish I could 
have stayed for the full 
conference!’ 




Children change. Needs don't. 



The Children’s Society has been helping children 
for nearly 1 25 years. In that time many things have 
changed, but for thousands of children who are 
homeless, locked up, excluded or ignored, the 
privileges of modern life seem light years away. Our 
90 projects work with over 50,000 children each 
year to offer them hope, understanding and love. 



Leaving a gift to The Children’s Society in your Will can 
offer vulnerable children a better future. Legacies are easy 
to arrange. Simply get in touch with our helpful staff: 

Call 020 7841 4472 

legacies@childrenssociety.org.uk 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk/legacies 



Charity Registration No. 221 1 24 



The 

Children’s 
Society 

With children, for children, with you 
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Financial Services to advertise ring: 0207 417 5333 

Christian Banking 



By Johanna Thomas-Corr 



Historically, the relationship between religion 
and banking has often been fraught with com- 
plications* conflicts and sometimes even vio- 
lence. It’s a story that takes in countless clash- 
es. The Knights Templars attracted hostility for 
creating Europe’s first bank; more recently, the 
Co-operative Bank asked fundamentalist group 
Christian Voice to move their bank account 
elsewhere because of their religious views. 

The latter example is particularly signifi- 
cant, for it represents a twist in the usual trend 
of religious opposition to banks’ practices on 
moral grounds. In this case, the bank decided 

decline 

“Historically, the 
relationship 
between religion 
and banking has 
often been fraught 
with complications, 
conflicts and 



sometimes even 
violence.” 



to 

custom on 
apparent- 
ly ‘ethical’ 
grounds. 
The tradi- 
tion of 
religious 
groups 
feeling 
suspicious 
of ‘finan- 
cial keep- 
ers’ seems 
to domi- 
nate the 
picture, 
however. 



“It is unfortunate that the disciples’ treasur- 
er was Judas Iscariot,” accountant Robert 
Leach remarks dryly in his new book, ‘The 
Church Treasurer’s Handbook’. 

Today’s attitude to our ‘financial keepers’ 
seems to contain an uneasy mix of mistrust and 
indifference. Day to day, in the church, there 
sometimes can be a sense that financial con- 
cerns are rather crude, and that the responsibil- 
ity to oversee the administrative functions is a 
lesser form of ministry than preaching or coun- 
selling. 

We only tend to sit up and take note after 
an unethical irregularity crops up in invest- 
ments, but do we really understand what the 
Bible says about our investments and financial 
transactions? 

The subject of ‘interest’ has always been a 
stumbling block for some Christians adhering 
to the Old Testament principle that it is accept- 
able to charge interest as part of a commercial 
enterprise but not when relieving misfortune. 

Jesus’ parable of the talents suggests that 
there is no objection to investment: “You ought 
to have put my money on deposit, and on my 
return I should have got it back with interest,” 
(Matthew 25:27). For the relief of misfortune, 
however, the law said: “If you advance money 
to any poor man amongst my people, you are 
not to act like a moneylender; you must not 
exact interest from him.” (Exodus 22:25). 
While it is reasonable to expect the loan to be 
repaid when the man is restored to prosperity, 




it is not acceptable to make him pay more. 

But in our modern age, as Leach points out: 
“This remains the basis in some areas, such as 
for budgeting loans under the Social Fund run 
by the state (if you can get one), but generally 
this principle has been lost in British society.” 
The Authorised Version of the Bible uses 
the word ‘usury’, which today suggests extor- 



tionate interest, but the old meaning indicates 
an interest rate at any rate for the relief of 
poverty. Long seen as the ultimate instrument 
of Jewish power, ‘usury’ was forbidden for cen- 
turies to Christians by the Church. Only Jews 
were allowed to practise it and any Christian 
found charging interest was subject to a variety 
of penalties ranging from fines to the public 



5 your charity challenged by: 

document duplication 
ineffective technology and software 
lack of automation 
limited database functionality and 
integration 

inefficient communication with 
supporters 

inflexible web-pages 
limited access to crucial data? 

r ivenGain offers you a complete 
olution through innovation that 
ustains stability 



"The technology and global banking network developed by 
G ivenGain represent 0 shift in the way in which mission can be 
done. The potential for closer church-agency relationships, for 
adaptive inter-organisational partnerships on the field, and for 
crisis response has taken a significant step forward. 

The only thing that can prevent this technology from 
transforming (for the better) the way in which we do mission is 
if we make the conscious decision not to steward it responsibly 
by using it and developing it to its full capacity. " 

- Mark J. Avery, Ph. D. (Fuller Theological Seminary) 

'We have been freed from the time-consuming monthly 
administration, receive immediate confirmation of any 
donations, and can at any time open our online office to check 
the state of our finances. Our 'connection' with GivenGain is a 
most rewarding one!” 

- Quintus Swanepoel (FamilyLife) 

" GivenGain was exceptionally easy to set up. Their friendly 
support and superb training helped us to maximise the benefits 
of using GivenGain. Our income has shot through the roof . " 

- Dr Frank Muller (Christian Medical Fellowship) 



given gain 

One Worid. Zero Barriers 



givengain 

The global standard for 
responsible giving 




We’ll help your donors 
put the pounds In 
your pocket! 



Email: support@givengain.com • Web: www.givengain.co.uk 
Phone +44 (871) 871 8251 • Fax +44 (870) 139 4836 
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removal of bits and pieces of the 
offender’s anatomy. 

Much as some of us would secret- 
ly like to enact a similar practice on 
our smug bank managers, we are 
now all to used to building up high 
levels of debt accumulated through 
interest charges. Under contempo- 
rary British practices, consumer debt 
soared to over £1 trillion pounds in 
June of last year. Even if you despair 
at our alarming credit-dependent 
society, though, you may not insist 
that interest charges are immoral. 
Following Robert Leach’s logic: “It is 
difficult to see the objection to mak- 
ing a charge for borrowing the prop- 
erty of cash but no objection to a 
charge for hiring a church hall.” 

Christianity is not the only reli- 
gion to have qualms with borrowing. 

Islamic beliefs prevent Muslims 
from financial dealings that involve 
usury or interest (‘riba’), although 
some people will contest that ‘riba’ 
means extortionate interest, not any 
interest at all, and that moderate 
interest should be permitted. Most 
Egyptian banks charge and pay inter- 
est, and even Muslims who reject this 
interpretation say that the doctrine of 
‘extreme necessity’ permits Muslims 
in non-Muslim countries to pay 
interest. Muslims need banking serv- 
ices as much as anyone and for many 
purposes. What’s more, they are not 
averse to legitimate profit as Islam 
encourages people to use money in 
Islamically legitimate ventures, not 
just to keep their funds idle. 

In England, and across the world, 
‘Islamic banking’ is now taking hold. 
Last year saw the launch of Britain’s 
first fully regulated and approved 
Sharia-compliant bank, the Islamic 
Bank of Britain. And the big banks 
have also developed Islamic banking 
arms. HSBC now boasts of “Our 
Sharia Board”. 

Yet systems are devised to get 
round the ban. For example, instead 
of a Muslim holding a mortgage for 
a house, the bank can own the house 
and make arrangements for the 
Muslim gradually to buy it off the 
bank over a period of years. 

It may be argued that such banks 
are a fantastic fusion of religious tol- 
erance and market efficiency, but 
what of Christian banks? 

Reliance Bank is a Christian bank 
based in the city of London, which 
was established in 1890 when it was 
known as the Salvation Army Bank. 
When SA founder, William Booth, 
needed to attract investments to 
finance mortgages on property cen- 
tral to the work of the movement, his 
response was to launch the Army’s 
own bank. Today, the bank is a thriv- 
ing business, with many private cus- 
tomers, as well as charities, business- 
es and churches. According to Robert 
Leach’s new book, Reliance already 
deals with 900 church accounts. 

The popularity of the bank amongst 
Christians can in part be attributed 
to its ethical banking policy, a con- 
sideration which, fortunately, is ‘in 
vogue’ in today’s world, both 
amongst Christians and society at 
large. Both since many banks - most 
notably the Co-operative - offer such 
services, what sets this bank apart? 

Christian customers will be par- 
ticularly interested to know that 
Reliance’s investments are apparently 
used to further the Salvation Army’s 
evangelical and charitable work. The 



i M ' H ? 

f 1 f 



Salvation Army Trustee Company 
and the Salvation Army International 
Trustee Company continue to retain 
sole ownership of the bank and each 
year receive an equal share of the 
banks’ profits. 

Reliance is located only in the 
City of London, and until recently, 
one of the drawbacks of their bank- 
ing services was that customers 
around the country had to rely on a 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 0207 417 5833 



network of High Street banks and 
HSBC cash machines to withdraw 
funds from their accounts. However, 
as of November, Reliance is launch- 
ing a Visa debit card to its personal 
customers, which can be used to 
withdraw cash at any 24-hour auto- 
matic cash machine (ATM) display- 
ing the Visa symbol. 

Like many other Visa debit cards, 
you can also pay for goods and serv- 



ices in shops that accept Visa cards, 
and guarantee cheques up to the limit 
shown on the card. 

Contemplating such mundane 
financial matters may initially seem 
to obscure our spiritual horizon, but 
by remembering that administration 
is one of the gifts of the Spirit, we 
will prove ourselves true stewards of 
the assets entrusted to us. 



For more information about 
Christian banking, contact 
www.reliancebankltd.com 

The Church Treasurer’s 
Handbook by Robert Leach is 
published in paperback by SCM 
Canterbury Press, priced at 
£14.99 



Seek 

you will find 

The Bible resources 
you've been looking for are at 

www.bibleresources. 

/ Vast range from Bi 

/ Easy to browse and o 

/ Resources to build 
share your faith 





^ ’'resources @ bible society 



THE GOSPEL 
OF JOHN DVD 

The Gospel of John comes to life in 
this powerful visual Bible, offering 
a new dramatisation of the 
biblical text with 

meticulous attention 
to historical detail. 
The film carefully 
follows the Gospel 
narrative and uses 
text based word-for- 
word on the Good 
News Bible. 



Order from Bible Society's 
resource website 

www.bibleresources.org.uk 

today or via our customer order line 
08707 747676 9 am - 5 pm (Mon - Fri) 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards, Please send your 
events to door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 

The deadline for the December issue is Wednesday 9 November 



Courses, Lectures, Seminars 



what'sia 



NOVEMBER 

Thu 3 EARLEY (Reading) Talk 
‘Everyday Spirituality’, Reading 
Vocations Fellowship, St Nicholas 
Church 8pm. 01865 208291. 

Thu 3 STOKE POGES Quiet 
Garden open Thursdays; talk 10am. 
01753 644273 or 643050. Stoke 
Park Farm, Park Rd, Stoke Poges, 
SL2 4PG. 

Fri 4 — Sun 6 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Gift Weekend All Saints’ Church; 
Gift Supper Fri 7.30; Eucharist Sat 
9.15am; church open all weekend 
with displays. 01494 526896. 

Sat 5 DORCHESTER ON 
THAMES Second-hand Book Sale 
in aid of Operation Noah’s Ark 
(sponsoring young people from 
Berinsfield to work overseas for 
^charity) 12-3pm Dorchester Abbey; 
refreshments. 01865 340905, 

01235 832235. 

Sat 5 BANBURY Gleo Lame and 
John Dankworth St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. Tickets 01449 738829. 
Sun 6 SULHAMSTEAD 
ABBOTS Service of Remembrance 
for those killed in Upton Nervet 
train crash, St Mary’s Church 10am. 
Church open previous week with 
display of book of remembrance. 
0118 983 2328. 

Mon 7 OXFORD *Is there a Future 
for Progressive Catholicism?’ Revd 
Richard Jenkins, National Director 



Affirming Catholicism, Magdalen 
College 8pm. Sung Eucharist 6 pm; 
buffet supper 7pm (bookings 01865 
276027, michael.piret@magd.ox. 
ac.uk. 

Tlie 8 BLETCHLEY Women’s 
World Day of Prayer Coffee 
Morning (with Bring & Buy Sale), 
Queensway Methodist Church Hall 
10am-12pm. 01908 376302. 

TUe 8 HAMBLEDEN Liturgical 
performace of Faure’s Requiem , 
Church of St Mary the Virgin 
7.30pm. 01491 571588. 

Thu 10 OXFORD Competition 
for 11-18 year-olds reading pas- 
sages from 1662 Prayer Book, 
organised by Prayer Book Society. St 
Edward’s School Chapel 3.30-6pm. 
01494 813045. 

Fri 11 GROVE Fair Trade event; 
see below. 

Sun 13 OXFORD Meeting of 
Reflections-a group for bereaved 
parents 2-4pm, to share experi- 
ences. Contact 01235 200913. 

Sat 19 BANBURY Banbury 
Symphony Orchestra St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01295 
711658. 

Sat 19 BLEDLOW Christmas 
Fayre Village Hall lOam-lpm. 
Proceeds to Holy Trinity vestry 
repairs. 

Sat 19 KIDLINGTON Fair Trade 
event; see below. 

Sun 20 COOKHAM Compline by 
Candlelight (sung by men of Holy 
Trinity Church Choir) Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 



Thu 24 OXFORD New Life, New 
Hope’ (Revd J. Fieldsend, WW2 
refugee), Oxford Retired Clergy 
Association 10.15am Priory Room, 
Christ Church, followed by lunch. 
01865 883805. 

Thu 24 — Sun 27 BANBURY 

Banbury & District Art Society 
Exhibition St Mary’s Church 
10am-4pm (Sun 12-4pm). Free. 
01295 250816. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ning at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sat 26 HENLEY-ON-THAMES 

‘The Kingdom of God and Christian 
Healing’ teaching day 
10.30am-4pm Christ Church 
Centre. £5, registration from 10am. 
0118 947 5293. 

Sat 26 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘Sacred and Secular’ Concert 
for the Eve of Advent by Cantus. All 
Saints’ Church 8pm. Refreshments; 
collection for Feed the Children. 
0118 972 2844. 

Sun 27 COOKHAM Candlelit 
Carol Service for Advent, Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm. 

Sun 27 HIGH WYCOMBE All 

Saints’ Church Advent Carol Service 
6.30pm. Readings, prayers, popular 
hymns. 01494 526896. 

Sun 27 LETCOMBE BASSETT 

Christmas Market in village’s his- 
toric buildings: unusual gifts, festive 
food, drink, music llam-4pm in 
aid of Church Restoration Fund. 
01235 762390. 



DECEMBER 

Thurs 1 CHRIST CHURCH 
, OXFORD Service to mark World 
Aids Day, organised by Christian 
Aid. Preacher John Drane, 7.30pm, 
free of charge but book your place 
at oxford@christian-aid.org or 
01865 246818. 

Sun 4 LOWER BASILDON 

Candlelit Christmas Concert St 
Bartholomew’s Church 3-5pm. 
Mulled wine and mince pies. Tickets 
£6 01491 671344, or 0118 984 
2803. 

Sun 4 DORCHESTER ON 
THAMES Candlelight non-denom- 
inational Memorial Service for any- 
one affected by the death of a child, 
organised by Reflections - a group 
for bereaved parents, Dorchester 
Abbey 2.30pm. 01235 200913 or 
01344 886084 or 01865 224330. 

Fri 9— Sun 11 LEWKNOR ^ 
Village’s Festival of Christmas Trees, 

St Margaret’s Church llam-4pm. 
01844 351715. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 

11 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 



Quiet Days 

14 Nov Listening for God’s Call 
Revd Alison White Cold Ash 
Centre, Thatcham 
24 Nov The Coming King Bishop 
John and Mrs Rosemary Went, 
Hamhill Centre of Christian 
Healing, nr Cirencester. 

Both 10am— 4pm, £22.50 including 
lunch (bring four friends and get 
fifth place free); organised by Bible 
Reading Fellowship 
Eitbne Nutt, BRF Events, First 
Floor, 15-17 Elsfield Way, Oxford 
OX2 8FG, tel. 01865 319704, fax 
01865 319701, email events@ 
brf.org.uk, website www.brf. 
org.uk. 

IWeenagers 

23 Nov Reaching and Keeping 
Tweenagers: day for those con- 
cerned about 1 0s-l 4s. Speakers 
Dr Peter Brierley, Heather 
Wraight, Revd Nick Lear 
Baptist House, Didcot 9.45am- 
4pm £48 (second person £24) 
including lunch 
Christian Research, Vision 
Building, 4 Footscray Rd, Eltham, 
London SE9 2TZ, tel. 020 8294 
1989, fax 020 8294 0014, 
www. christian-research. org. uk 

Mothers’ Union 

Mrs Trish Haywood, World Wide 
President of MU, will speak 
9 November: 

Easthampstead Church Hall 



10.30am-12.15pm 
Tilehurst Church 2.15-4. 15pm 
Chesham St Mary’s Church Hall 

7.30- 9.30pm. 

10 November: 

Buckingham Church 10.30am- 
12.45pm 

Kidlington St Mary’s Church Hall 

1.30- 3. 30pm. 
ea.gardner@ntlworld. com 



Fair IWide Events 

1 1 November Global Gifts 
for Giving Old Mill Hall, 
Grove 6-9pm Fashion Show 
7pm Food, clothes, wine, gifts. 
Organised by Cornerstone 
Christian Centre, Grove 
01235 772280 

19 November Fair "Wade 
Fair Exeter Hall, Kidlington 
10am-4pm Clothes, furnishings, 
food, stocking fillers. Refresh- 
ments available. Organised by St 
Mary’s and St John’s Churches, 
Kidlington 01865 374809 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 

Sundays 6 - 9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



November Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



‘Be strong and take heart , all you 
who hope in the Lord. 9 Psalm 
31:24 

Let us pray to God our Father; 
through Jesus Christ His Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit: 

TUe 1 All Saints’ Day We give 
thanks for the gift of prayer and 
remember all who enable and sup- 
port the Christian journey, espe- 
cially those producing parish 
prayer guides, this diocesan prayer 
diary, the Anglican cycle of prayer, 
and those providing places of 
retreat, reflection and time to be 
listened to: religious communities, 
members of the Quiet Garden 
movement, spiritual directors, 
trained listeners. 

Wed 2 All Souls’ Day All who 

care for the dying and bereaved, 
those who enable others to live 
with, rather than die from, disease; 
those who respond to the needs of 
relatives and friends following 
sudden death. Those who have 
ministered in times of violent 
death during the past year. 
Pastoral teams in all parishes with 
their continuing ministry of sensi- 
tivity and care for those who 
mourn. 

Thu 3 Bracknell Deanery. For 
our Deanery Mission planning 
process, especially for a forthcom- 
ing deanery consultation day; our 
current deanery training pro- 
gramme on ‘Faith and Work’; the 
new ‘Eternity Bullbrook’ Church 
plant in Bracknell; Anthony 
Stevens, our new deanery synod 
secretary; developing youth min- 
istry in Ascot and schools work 
across the deanery. Area dean - 
Nick Parish; synod lay chairman - 



Maureen Beadsley; industrial 
chaplain - Nick Parish; deanery 
ecumenical representative - 
Catherine Blundell. 

Fri 4 Bracknell Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Osborn, Catherine 
Blundell, Mark Ackford, Peter 
Bestley, Margaret Clarke; licensed 
lay minister - David Blundell; 
Church Army - Sister J. Colby. 

Sat 5 Ascot Heath All Saints: cler- 
gy - Anthony Lury, Lynn Trainor, 
Alison Cooper, Gill Wiggins. 
Binfield All Saints and St Mark: 
clergy - Bill Meyer, Margaret 
Thirlwell. 

Sun 6 Third Sunday before 
Advent Those resident in the dio- 
cese who are politicians working 
in European, national and local 
government, and those serving in 
the House of Lords. 

Mon 7 Easthampstead St Michael 
and St Mary Magdalene: clergy - 
Guy Cole, Andy Marshall, Beatrice 
Pearson. 

Hie 8 South Ascot All Souls: clergy 
- Sebastian Jones, Susan Jones; 
licensed lay minister - Mary Nichols. 
Wed 9 Sunningdale Holy Trinity: 
clergy - David Uffindell, Anthea 
Griggs. Sunninghill St Michael: 
clergy - Kerry Ramsay; licensed 
lay ministers - Carol Neilson, 
Raymond Whitney. 

Thu 10 Warfield St Michael the 
Archangel: clergy - Brian 

Meardon, Ben Beecroft, Chris 
Beecroft, Brian Weaver; youth 
workers - Amy Forrest, Trevor 
Meardon; lay pastors - Fred Slack, 
Michael Summers, Chris Hill, 
Trevor Meardon; licensed lay min- 
isters - Dave Cappleman, 
Christopher Hill, Michael 
Summers, Michael Hayward. 



Fri 11 Winkfield with Cran- 
boume: clergy - Richard Neill, Ian 
James. Winkfield St Mary: licensed 
lay minister - Mary Knight. 
Cranboume: licensed lay ministers 

- Stuart Ager, Jacki Thomas, Mike 
Thomas. 

Sat 12 Bicester and Islip 
Deanery. Please pray for our 
young people and those who work 
with them. New initiatives in the 
deanery. Alpha Courses that are 
under way or planned. All who 
minister and especially those new 
to ministry in the deanery. All 
who serve on PCCs and deanery 
synod. Area dean - Paul Hunt; 
synod lay chairman - Martyn 
Simmons; deanery ecumenical rep- 
resentative - K. Stoddard. 

Sun 13 Second Sunday 
before Advent Remem- 
brance Sunday As we stand in 
respect of those whose lives were 
taken in wax; may we hear God’s 
call to live as peacemakers under 
his sovereignty. Military chaplains: 
Army - Paul Swinn, Brian Elliott, 
R. Mitchell; RAF - chaplains based 
at High Wycombe, Aylesbury, and 
Wallingford. Those who care for 
the injured and bereaved through 
the British Legion and other sup- 
port organisations. 

Mon 14 Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield and Launton: clergy 

- Philip Ball, David Bouskill, 
Margaret Mullins, Christopher 
Boyce, Rachel Webbley, Robert 
Atkins; licensed lay ministers - 
Richard Marshall, Colin 
Cockshaw. 

Tue 15 Akeman: clergy - Derek 
Walker David Kaboleh; licensed 
lay ministers - Elizabeth Taylor; 
Michael Nunn, Grant Lee. 



Cherwell Valley: clergy - Paul 
Hunt, Heather Parbury; Church 
Army - Ian Biscoe 
Wed 16 The Ray Valley: clergy - 
Mary Carney, Simon Lockett, 
Anand Raj, C. Poynting; licensed 
lay ministers - Glenys Edwards, 
Richard Marshall. Rousham SS 
Leonard and James: clergy - 
Richard Smail. 

Thu 17 Fritwell with Souldem 
and Ardley with Fewcott: clergy - 
Paul Hunt, Martin Hathaway. 

Fri 18 Shelswell: clergy - Ricky 
Yates, Stephen Bushell, Kathy 
Ferguson, Michael White, Doreen 
White; licensed lay minister - 
Penny Wood. 

Sat 19 Amersham Deanery. For 
three new incumbents licensed in 
the last six months: Diana Glover 
(St Michael Amersham-on-the 
Hill), Charles Overton (Chalfont 
St Peter), Huw Davies (Chesham 
Bois); for newly ordained Clive 
Rogers and Hilary Wilson; for 
our Deanery Vision Plan that we 
may rejoice in our ‘partnership in 
the Gospel’, encourage and sup- 
port one another; for unity, dis- 
cernment and generosity in mat- 
ters of finance; for all our clergy 
and people that we may witness to 
God's love in this troubled world. 
Area dean - John Wynburne; 
synod lay chairman - Hilary 
Sheppard; evangelism chaplain - 
Fane Conant; deanery ecumenical 
representative - Tim Harper 
Sun 20 Christ the King 
Prisons Week. Officers, staff, 
volunteers, prisoners and their 
families at Aylesbury HMYOI, 
Bullingdon Community Prison, 
Huntercombe HMYOI, Reading 
HMYOI & RC, HMPs Grendon 



and Springhill, Woodhill Prison. 
The Prison Service Chaplains espe- 
cially Jo Williams, Tim Edge, Ian 
Thacker, David Little; Keith Salter; 
Scott Liston. The ecumenical 
teamwork of prison chaplains. 
Initiatives to share the gospel in 
prison and provide supportive 
homes when men and women 
rejoin the community. Prison 
Fellowship and its ministry to pris- 
oners, their families and ex-prison- 
ers: area coordinator - Philip 
Clayton. Those who support the 
victims of crime. <www.prison- 
sweek.org>. 

Mon 21 Amersham St Mary with 
Coleshill: clergy - Tim Harper, 
Carolynn Croisedale-Appleby, 
Derrick Carr; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Tim Barnard, Ian Morgan; 
youth worker - Marianne Holt. 
Amersham on the Hill St Michael 
and All Angels: clergy - Diana 
Gloves Jo Gallant, Margaret Hall, 
Peter Binns. 

TUe 22 Holtspur St Thomas: cler- 
gy - Richard Caddell. Chalfont St 
Giles: clergy - Tim Stacey, Angela 
Thompson, Melvyn Bleakley. 

Wed 23 Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Wynburne, 
Peter Holmes, Robin Grayson, 
Clive Rogers; youth worker - Rob 
Hayden. Beaconsfield St Mary and 
All Saints: clergy - John 

Wynburne. Beaconsfield St 
Michael and All Angels: clergy - 
Robery Spicer; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Hazel Chow. 

Thu 24 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 
clergy - David Allsop, Michael 
Payne; Church Army - P. Baul; 
licensed lay minister *- Patricia 
Ansell; youth/children’s worker - 



R. Ansell. 

Fri 25 Chalfont St Peter: clergy - 
Charles Overton, Mark Ewbank, 
Wendy Graham. 

Sat 26 Denham St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Adrian Hirst; 
licensed lay minister - Joyce 
Tearall. Chesham Bois St Leonard: 
clergy - Hugh Davies, Derek 
Butler; Christopher Clare; youth 
minister - Matt Levett; licensed 
lay ministers - Dave Talks, Ron 
Wilcox, Sue Dogget, Jackie 
Lambert; youth minister - Matt 
Levett; children’s worker - P. 
Berry; lay pastor - G. Noyes. 

Sun 27 Advent Sunday 
Advent study groups, quiet days, 
and opportunities to wait upon the 
Lord. 

Mon 28 Gerrards Cross St James 
with Fulmer St James: clergy - Paul 
Williams, Martin Williams, 
Meyrick Beebee, Jim King; lay 
worker - Christoph Lindner; youth 
worker - Shawn Swinney; licensed 
lay ministers - John Hedley, Jim 
Armstrong, Tony Jefferis; chil- 
dren’s worker - E. Lindnen 
The 29 Penn and Tylers Green: 
clergy - Michael Bisset, Alison 
Caw. Penn Holy Trinity: licensed 
lay minister - Beth Will. Tylers 
Green, St Margaret clergy - Cathy 
Smith, David Carter: Penn Street 
Holy Trinity: clergy - Matt Boyes, 
Cathy Smith. 

Wed 30 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Roger Salisbury, 
Rebecca Harris, John Shepherd, 
Phil Chaddei, Hilary Wilson; 
licensed lay ministers - Beryl 
Peam, Don Sanderson, Jean 
Corfield, Averil Stephenson. Seer 
Green and Jordans, Holy Trinity: 
clergy - Fane Conant. 
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Bryn's Simple Gifts 
are a rich delight 



Bv Jennifer Hill 

THERE is something for 
everyone in Welsh Baritone 
Bryn Terfel’s latest CD, which 
spans a huge variety of reper- 
toire, from well-known 
Mozart and Bach choral 
works to a contemporary Ave 
Verum Corpus especially writ- 
ten for Bryn by Karl Jenkins. 
The title is taken from the 
Shaker hymn Simple Gifts , 
sung to the tuneful I Danced 
in the Morning , in a delightful 
arrangement for baritone and 
orchestra. 

This is an uplifting collec- 
tion of religious and secular 
music. Each song is beautiful- 
ly arranged with sensitive 
orchestral and choral accom- 
paniments. Bryn’s voice is far 
from simple: the depth, rich- 
ness and sheer power which 
usually fills the world’s opera 
halls is used here to great 
effect. 

There are some additional 
surprises for the listener when 
Bryn is joined by Aled Jones 
in Panis Angelicus , and by 
guitarist John Williams in an 
intimate arrangement of She 
was Beautiful. This is a song 
by Cleo Laine based on the 
famous theme Cavatina from 
the film Deerhunter. 

As Proms regulars will 
know Bryn’s powerful voice 
can soar above a large orches- 
tra and choir, yet also has the 



control to draw the listener 
into every word and note. It is 
therefore a delight that the 
majority of the album is 
devoted to hymns and spiritu- 
als delivered with great con- 
viction and passion. 

I think that this will rarely 
fail to please, and would be a 
good stocking filler this 
Christmas for both classical 
music lovers and those yet to 
be introduced to the power of 
Bryn’s sonorous voice. 

Jennifer Hill is a professional 
harpist who lives with her 
family in Didcot. 
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New look at historic abbey 



DORCHESTER ABBEY 

f CJmnh and 




DORCHESTER ABBEY 
CHURCH AND PEOP L E 
63 5 ,2 0 05 



EDITED BY DR KATE 
TILLER 

THE STONESFIELD P R ESS 
(0199 3 8 91614 ), 

£15 



Bv John Crowe 

THE first Dorchester-on- 
Thames fundraising festival of 
music and arts was a fitting 
place for the launch of 
Dorchester Abbey 635-2005 
edited by Dr Kate Tiller, a 
Reader in English Local 
History at Oxford University. 

It is a beautifully illustrated 
update to previous books on 
the Abbey and includes chap- 
ters by professional archaeolo- 
gists and historians as well as a 
look at life and changes in the 
Abbey from 1920 to 2005 by a 
local retired surgeon. 

Exploring the successive 
phases of Saxon cathedral, 
medieval abbey and post-dis- 
solution parish church, the 
book draws on discoveries 
from recent archaeological 
work undertaken during my 
time as Rector. Research by 



social and economic historians 
places this great medieval 
building in its human context. 

We find that the gift of such 
a large church to the parish by 
Richard Beauforest may not 
have been entirely welcomed 
by the small population which 
would have to maintain it. Dr 
Nicholas Doggett speculates 
that the entire church was pre- 
served as a potential cathedral 
for the new diocese of Oxford, 
a role allocated in the event to 
Osney (from 1542) and then 
Christ Church (from 1546). 

Dr Tiller reveals how poor 
Dorchester was in the 18th 
and early 19th centuries, and 
we learn of warm ecumenical 
relationships between the 
Abbey and the Roman 
Catholics, Protestant chapels 
which declined so quickly, and 
the heroic achievements of the 
Revd. W C Macfarlane whose 



personal generosity con- 
tributed so much towards the 
restoration of the Abbey, the 
building of the rectory and 
school and the establishment 
of the Missionary College. 

In the final chapter Nick 
Dudley recounts interviews 
with leading players in the life 
of the Abbey in the 20th centu- 
ry. And finally the story of the 
most recent phase of refurbish- 
ment brings us right up-to-date 
and will make readers want to 
visit Dorchester to see the 
magnificent achievement. 

Generously, publisher Simon 
Haviland has agreed that all 
proceeds from this book will 
go to the Dorchester Abbey 
Preservation Trust making it a 
very worthy gift as well as a 
delightful Christmas present! 

John Crowe is the former 
Rector of Dorchester Abbey. 




Comic book resource on CD-ROM 



bv Natalie Abbott 

FEATURING the image pic- 
tured left ‘40’ is inventively 
described as a ‘comic-book 
meditation’. 

Using a series of 40 
thought-provoking, cartoon- 
style images drawn by Simon 
Smith, former illustrator for 
The DOOR, it depicts the 
story of Christ in the wilder- 
ness and provides a fantastic 
resource to inspire reflection 



and meditation which is likely 
to prove popular with work- 
shops and church groups. 
Natalie Abbott is editorial 
assistant of The DOOR. 

‘40’ by SIMON SMITH ^ 
e-mail 40@simonsmithillustra- 
tor.co.uk or send a cheque 
payable to ‘Revive’ to 41 
Chandos Gardens, Leeds, LS8 
1LR 

£5.50 (inc p&p) 




Artists in Staihed Glass 

David Was lev 

mA.ATC.DipAD.FrtiGP. 

ConsERyAfoi^ft 

RESfORAfion Specialist 

01494 773712 

www.3RpmiLLEnnivmARjists.co.VK . 




Give your Furniture 
a New Lease of Life! 

We offer specialist repair or full restoration to all 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather, 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dens, bums removed • Pet damage repaired 

• Cuts & rips repaired « Stojclural repairs 

• Surfaces refef»shed cr reconditioned 

• Cushions refifed 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 
•'Expert colour matching and ... much more! 

YOU'LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 



ALTAR FRONTALS 

All Saints Church in Coleshill has two altar 
frontals that are surplus to requirements - 
one is green and the other red. 

Their measurements are - width 7'8" and 
height 3'. In each case the antipendium is in 
reasonable condition but both suprafrontals 
need some repair. If any parish would be 
interested in acquiring these (no charge!) 
would they please contact 

Patsy Wright- Warren - tel 01494 433356 
- email pww-rcf@ukonline.co.uk 




Someone is listening 

Exciting, challenging, romantic. These are all words that a life on the ocean 
waves bring to mind. But lonely, dangerous and poorly paid is sometimes 
more accurate. 

Ships can be a tough workplace, as well as taking seafarers far from home, 
family and friends. The Mission to Seafarers offers a listening ear, friendship 
and spiritual support to thousands of seafarers worldwide as well as practical 
help in justice and welfare cases. 

We are a Mission agency of the Church of England and depend entirely on 
donations to care for the people who play such a vital role in all our lives. 

2006 is the 150th anniversary of The Mission to Seafarers. Please 
help us to celebrate by remembering seafarers and by using our 
parish Lent Course. Contact us for more information. 

The Mission to Seafarers, St. Michael Paternoster Royal, 

College Hill, London EC4R 2RL 
Tel: 020 7248 5202 Fax: 020 7248 4761 
Email: pr@missiontoseafarers.org 
Website: www.missiontoseafarers.org 
Registered Charity No. 212432 




Caring for seafarer* 
around the world 
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Adoption Diaries: part 2 

Last month, we introduced you to Caroline and Roger, adoptive 
parents through the Diocesan adoption agency Parents And 
Children Together, who agreed to share their story with The Door. 
Telling it 'warts and air, they hope to inspire others to consider 
adopting one of the 5000 children annually who are looked after by 
local authorities. The Adoption Order - the legal paperwork - does- 
n't magic away difficulties in the child's past, nor guarantee an 
idyllic life in the new family, free of problems, as Roger explains: 

‘It takes time to get to know each other - deep love only comes 
with time and everyone needs moulding together: each person 
in the new family remains themselves, but it is time which pulls 
you together.’ That’s something which little Jon, Roger and 
Caroline’s son, knows to be true with all his heart. He remem- 
bers hiding himself away at his foster carer’s when Roger and 
Caroline first came to visit; he remembers being perturbed 
that, when he went to their home for his sleepover introduc- 
tion, they lived in a bungalow, not a house. He remembers the 
gifts Caroline and Roger took to his foster home when they 
first met him and the Paddington Bear who was waiting to 
meet him on his new bed, but most poignantly, he remembers 
that it took a good six months before he felt able to refer to 
the new grown-ups in his life as ‘Mummy’ and ‘Daddy’ to their 
faces (he’d tried talking about ‘Mum’ and ‘Dad’ to his school- 
' mends first). But he concludes passionately: ‘It was so good to 
have a home for ever, with an actual Mummy and Daddy. I 
didn’t have to move home any more.’ This is a heartfelt com- 
ment, as, by the time he came to our area, Jon had already 
moved five times, the Care Order for him and his siblings hav- 
ing originally been made because his Mum was neglecting her 
young family. 

‘I went to live with Caroline and Roger on a Tuesday and on 
Wednesday we went to visit my new school. Mummy won- 
dered whether I should go back immediately, but I love it and I 
started straight away! Everybody thought I was especially brave 
because my first day was only a month or so before the end of 
the school year and so I went into the class of my next teacher 
right away.’ 

Apart from having a permanent roof over his head, Jon 
recounts his other new experiences since leaving care: ‘Rugby, 
flaying the guitar, doing recorder, French lessons, reading 
loads of books, wearing nice clothes, going on lovely holidays 
and swimming and having friends’. Friends round after school 
and friends to invite him to their houses - a more perfect and 
instantaneous change of life and fortunes can hardly be imag- 
ined, yet adoptive families have challenges to overcome which 
others don’t...as we shall read in next month’s DOOR. 

PACT can be contacted on 0800 731 1845. 





Assemblies on the run 



We take a look at two projects designed to re-inspire 
teachers and pupils with new ideas for assemblies and 
religious education 



ON your marks... get set... 
GO! The challenge was to 
deliver six high energy primary 
school assemblies in just one 
morning and, judging by the 
reactions of children at St 
Andrew’s School, Headington 
(pictured right), the Barnabas 
Live team from Oxford pub- 
lishers BRF were more than 
equal to the task. 

With drivers at the ready 
Lucy Moore and Martyn 
Payne dashed from school to 
school in and around the city 
entertaining Year 5 pupils who 
will all turn 10 this year - just 
like Barnabas itself. 



The children’s arm of BRF is 
celebrating 10 years of work 
with children and schools, 
offering creative assemblies 
that open up the message of the 
Bible in fun, imaginative ways. 

As for the schools which 
took part in the great birthday 
dash, Jenny Lee, headteacher at 
The John Henry Newman 
School in Littlemore, summed 
up the occasion saying: ‘The 
children were all very excited 
and pleased with the assembly 
and everyone said how much 
they enjoyed it. 

‘Thanks for the birthday 
present books.’ 



Demand grows for Inspired RE lessons 



INSPIRATIONAL RE sessions in 
churches around Earley and 
East Reading have become so 
popular with local schools that 
the project has launched its own 
charitable trust REinspired. 
‘The Trust has become neces- 
sary because of the growing 
demand from schools since the 
project began nine years ago’ 
says the Revd Rob Weston, 
local URC minister and Trustee. 
Last academic year 50 innova- 
tive RE sessions were delivered 
to more than 3,000 primary 
school pupils. 

Most of the work with 
schools is carried out by 50 vol- 
unteers from over 20 churches 
from Greek Orthodox to 



Community Church, Catholic 
and Baptist. Primary school 
children visit churches to share 
a specially prepared hands-on 
lesson exploring their RE cur- 
riculum. The Revd. Daniel 
Tyndall, vicar of St Nicolas 
Church, Earley, said: ‘Once the 
children have taken part in one 
session we find they are keen 
and excited to come again.’ 

The Trust aims to enable 
schools and their pupils to devel- 
op spiritually and engage cre- 
atively with faith.’ 

The good practice developed 
locally may soon be shared more 
widely as national bodies have 
recently contributed towards 
employing a project director. 





and ctassica 
flute, cittern? guitar, wfi is 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
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‘His servants will worship 
him, they will see his face, 
and his name will be on their 
foreheads’ Revelation 22:4 

The start of November sees 
the season of All Saints, when 
we remember with praise and 
gratitude all those who have 
gone before us on the pil- 
grimage of faith. 

Nowadays in many 
churches the season also 
includes ‘All Souls’ Day’ or, 
as Common Worship calls it, 
‘the Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed’. Either 
way, it’s a time in the 
Church’s year when we recall 
those we have known and 
loved but see no longer. 

On the whole, modern 
society is content to relegate 
death, and those who have 
died, to a kind of footnote to 
our lives. Obsessed with 
health (diet, treatments, vita- 



So All Saints-tide is impor- 
tant, if only in helping to 
redress the balance. 

The early Church was very 
aware of its members who 
had gone to be (in St Paul’s 
phrase) ‘with Christ, which is 
far better’. They looked for- 
ward in joyful hope to the 
day of resurrection, when 
they would be reunited with 
them. They honoured them 
as ‘witnesses’, as an unseen 
army of prayers and 
observers - the ‘mystic, sweet 
communion’ of which the 
hymn speaks. 

At least once a year it is 
well for us to remember that 
the greater part of the 
Church by far is not strug- 
gling on earth but tri- 
umphant in heaven - and that 
we all await with anticipa- 
tion and longing that great 
day when death shall be no 
more. 
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mins and so on) we ignore 
death, which still comes once 
in a lifetime to every single 
one of us. And because the 
dead are awkward reminders 
of that fact, we find them 
slightly embarrassing. 

There are few sermons in 
church on death, dying and 
the departed, and heaven is 
preached about almost as 
infrequently as hell (when did 
you last hear one on that?). 

David Winter is a retired priest in the dio- 
cese and author of the booklet 'Life after 
Death 7 in the Archbishop of York's 'Living the 
Gospel' course. Copies of the booklet are 
available from the DOOR office for the first 
readers to call on 01865 208225. 
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